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REMARKS 

On  a  Pamphlet,  intitled. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Revenue^  Cre- 
dit and  Commerce  ^France, 

EXPOSING 
The  falfe  Quotations  and  falle  Reafonlngs  of 
the  Author,,  and  the  Evil  Tendency  of  his 
Pamphlet. 

To  which  are  added, 
Some  Political  Reflexions  on  the  prefent  Situation 

of  our  Affliirs. 
As  alfo,  fome  Remarks  on  a  Pamphlet,  intitled,  A  Letter 
to  the  Author  of  an  Inquiry.,  ^c.  wherein  the  DeUgnof 
the  latter  is  pointed  out. 

The prefcrv'ing  Peace ^  in  order  to  procure  to  ourfeives  all 
the  Advantages  of  an  extenfive  Commerce,  is  a  waging  IVar 
on  our  Enemies.  '  Let  us  then  have  no  jnore  to  do  with  thofe 
Vi^ories  that  are  gained  by  ruinous  Aleans.  Let  Glory JJeepy 
and  be  at  Rejl.  It  is  in  the  Heart  of  our  Plains^  that  In- 
dndry  JJjall  open  to  us  eafy  Paths  to  greater  Conquejl'i.  May 
propitious  Heaven  preferve  to  us  a  Prince,  whofe  JVlfdom 
7neafures  his  Glory  by  the  Happinefs  of  his  People,  and  a  luor- 
tlry  Minifter,  who  feconds  his  Views  with  fo  much  Zeal  and 
extenfive  Difcernmeytt.  France,  fuperior  by  the  Advantages 
of  her  Commerce,  Jha  II  make  neighbouring  States  knoWy  that 
Jhe  is  as  capable  of  raifing  her  Power  by  Peace  as  JVar. 
Political  Reflections  on  the  Finances  and  Commerce  of  f  r^nce. 

See  Britain  y««^  in  l^xxcxc^ s  fordid  Charm ^^ 

And  France  av:ng'don  Anne  £7;/</EJward'j  Arms. 

Pope. 
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ALETTE  R,  tjV. 


SIR, 

WHILE  Inch  extraordinary  Pains  are 
taking  to  propagate  a  Notion  among 
the  People  ol  Great-Britain^  that  France 
is  in  a  poor  weak  Condition,  and  lias  un- 
dertaken more  Work  than  (lie  is  able  to  go 
through  with,  I  think  my  Duty  to  my 
Country  calls  upon  me  to  expo/e  the  Defigns 
of  thofc  Men,  who  labour  (o  ftrenuoully  to 
inculcate  fuch  Notions,  and  lliain  their 
Parts  fo  much  for  the  Intereft  o[ Fra?ice,  and 
the  Deflru(5tion  of  Great-Britain,  li  this 
is  not  really  their  Drift,  I  defy  them  to  af- 
fign  any  other  Reafon  for  their  Condu(5t, 
but  what  muft  betray  their  Folly,  or  their 
Ignorance. 

Had  the  Tools  of  a  declining,  frenchify'd 

Fadlion  in  Britaifi^  confined  thenilelves  to 
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the  Channel,  by  which  they  generally  con- 
veyed to  the  Pablick  their  taUe  Accounts  of 
the  Condition  which  France  is  in,  I  mean 
the  Daily  Gazefeer,  and  his  Second,  the 
Daily  Advertifer-y  I  fhould  have  taken  no 
manner  of  Notice  of  the  Affair,  becaufe 
thofe  two  News  Papers  have  long  fince  loft 
their  Credit  \vith  the  Publick.  But  when 
I  faw  a  Pamphlet  ufhered  into  the  World, 
under  the  Title  of  An  Inquiry,  info  the  Re- 
vemie.  Credit  and  Commerce  of  France, 
which  is  penned  by  an  Author,  whofe  Ho- 
nefty  feems  to  be  inferior  to  his  Talents,  I 
thoui^ht  it  hisih  time  to  make  a  few  Re- 
marks  on  this  Subjed:,  w^hich  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  addrefs  to  you,  Sir,  as  a  Per- 
fon,  whole  extenfive  Knowledge  in  Trade, 
unbiafTed  Integrity,  and  difinterefted  Con- 
dud,  mull  render  the  propereft  Judge  of 
thefe  Matters. 

The  Delign  of  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  to  underftand  him,  is 
to  make  us  believe,  that  the  prefent  Ex- 
pences  of  France  exceed  her  Revenues^ 
from  whence,  I  fuppofe,  he  would  have  us 
draw  this  Conclulion  :  T^hat  we  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  /it  ft  ill  and  give  her  Rope  enough, 
for  that  JIj€  miift  infallibly  hang,  herfelf  at 
laft,  I  don't  know  whether  the  Cardinal, 
or  his  trufty  Friend  in  Britain,  has  paid 
this  Author  for  his  honeft  Labour;  but  I 
think  his  Eminency  himfelf  could  not  ad- 
vance. 
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Vance,  or  infinuate,  any  thing  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  Interefl  of  France:  However, 
I  fliould  even  be  for  trying  this  Experiment, 
if  any  Body  could  but  give  us  fujicient  Se- 
curity, that  we  ourfelves  iliali  not  be  all 
hanged  in  the  iirft  Place  by  it. 

Great-Britain  has  already  been  but  too 
patient  and  unconcerned  while  Fra?ice  was 
making  fo  vaft  a  Progrefs  in  improvir:g  her 
Trade  and  enlarging  lier  Dominions:  But 
what  Advantages  have  accrued  to  us  from 
our  Forbearance?  Have  we  encreafed  our 
Trade  by  it,  or  has  France  loft  an  Inch  of 
Territory  by  it  ?  Thefe  are  Queftions  which 
the  Author  of  the  Inquiry^  and  his  Puffer^ 
the  Daily  Gazeteer,  may  anfwer  if  they 
pleafe. 

But  granting  that  France  is  really  in  (o 
bad  a  Condition  as  he  reprefents  her,  the 
following  Qiieries  naturally  follow,  which 
are  humbly  lubmitted  to  the  Conlideration 
of  his  Pay-Mafler. 

I.  Whether  this  is  not  a  proper  Time  to 
exert  ourlelves  and  put  a  Stop  to  the  Ex- 
portation of  our  Wool,  the  Confequence 
of  which  appears  in  nothing  mere  glarii^g 
than  ia  the  itrong,  tho'  fecret,  Oppofiion 
which  fo  nectlTary  a  Work  has  met  with, 
and  the  deplorable  Condition  to  which  the 
whole  Country  is  reduced  by  the  Decay  oi 
the  Woollen  Trade  ? 
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II.  Whether  we  ought  not  to  iniifl  forth- 
with upon  the  Ruin  of  the  Harbour  of 
Dunkirk^  and  the  new  Works  lately  raifed 
there  in  Uefiance  of  a  folemn  Treaty  which 
iaved  France^' 

III.  Whether  we  ought  not  to  infift 
likewife  upon  Frances  withdrawing  her 
.Troops  out  of  the  Empire,  and  oblige  her 
to  make  Satisfaction  for  the  Expences  flie 
has  put  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to,  as  'tis 
evident  that  Princefs  had  not  been  attacked 
by  Spain,  Bavaria,  Pniffia  and  SaxoJiy, 
had  not  thofe  Powers  been  fplrited  up  and 
.encouraged  by  Prom  lies  of  Affiflance  from 
the  French  Court?  And, 

IV.  As  Fra?ic€  has  violated  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht^  whether  we  ought  not  at  the  fame 
time  to  turn  her  out  of  the  Newjoimdland 
Fifliery^  an.  Article: without  which,  as, our 
Author  himfelf  owns;.-{he  had  by  this  Time 
been  totally  deftroy'd  ? 

It  were  to  be  wiflied,  indeed,  that  France 
was  in  fo  bad. a  Condatibn  as  this  Tool 're- 
prefents  her  to  be;  but  that  ihe.  is  nqt  lo, 
evidently  appears  from,  her  Condud:.under 
the  Dired:ion  of  fo  vv^ife.and  politick  a  Mi- 
iiifttr  as  the  Cardinal.  As  flie  is  at  Peace 
with  all  the  World,  and  no  Bodv  fems 
inclined /to  quarrel  with  her,  as  long  as  ihe 
will  rcnaain  io,  (he  is  uuder  no  nccefiity 
to  be  at  any  extraordinary  Expence;  •  and 

yet 
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yet  (lie  maintains  as  great  Armies  as  ever 
Louis  the  XlV'th  did,  when  the  greateft 
Part  of  Europe  vit:Q,  leagued  a^ainfi:  him. 
But  belides  this  heavy  Charge,  fhe  has  hke- 
wife  been  at  a  vafl  Expence  in  bribing  all 
.Europe^  fome  to  cut  one  anothers  Throats, 
and  others  to  remain  idle  Spevftators,  while 
file  is  in  fo  fair  away  of compaffing  her  fa- 
vourite Projedt,  UmTerJiil  Monarchy.  Can 
fuch  mighty  Matters  be  done  by  a  Court, 
whofe  Expences  exceed  her  Income,  and 
who  has  no  Credit  but  what  depends  on  the 
Confidence  repoled  in  a  jiiperamiuated  hli- 
jiifter,  as  our  Author  oblerves?  —  But  were 
tliere  no  other  Arguments  to  prove  her  flou- 
riiliing  Condition,  her  holding  the  Balance 
.of  Power,  and  di^.ati/ig  to.  all  Europe, 
.would  alone  amount  to  a  Demonftration 
of  it. 

Now,  in  order  to  make  the  World  be- 
lieve that  France  is  reduced  to  fo  bad  a  Con- 
dition, our  Author  endeavours  to  fliew,  i. 
That  the  King's  Revenue  is  vaftly  lelTened  ; 
2.  That  the  Credit  of  the  Court  is  greatly 
impaired,  if  not  totally  loft;  and,  3.  That 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation  is  come  to 
nothing. 

As  to  the  firft  Article  he  fays,   '  That 

*  the  King's  Revenue  before  the   War   of 

*  1688  produced,  clear  of  all  Dcdudions, 

*  7,200,000  /.    Sterlings    and  at   that  time 

*  the  Capitation  .Tax  and  Rcgiller  of  Con- 

*  troU 


(6) 

'  trole  were  no  Part   of  it :  Nor   was  the 

*  Tobacco  Farm  fo  high  as  it  is  at  prefent 

*  by  feveral  Millions  of  Livres.'  Whereas 
at  prefent,  he  fays,  it  produces  no  more 
than  5,525,829/.  bs.^d.  Sterlings  clear 
of  a!i  Dedudtions  likewife,  which  makes 
132,619,904  Livres. 

Here,  Sir,  I  muft  take  Notice  of  the 
Author's  Ignorance  or  Difingenuity,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Revenues  of  Lorrain.  He  al- 
lows that  this  new  Acquifition  to  the  Crown 
of  France  may  produce  5,500,000  Livres 
■per  Annjim  ;  but  I  muft  tell  him  that  it  is 
r.ot  above  four  Years  fince  the  Farmers  Ge- 
neral oiiered  the  Crown  four t': en  Millions 
of  Livres  for  the  farming  the  Revenues  of 
that  Dutchy.  Thus,  we  have  here  a  Mi- 
fi:ake  of  anly.  8,500,000  Livres,  by  which 
we  may  forma  Judgment  of  the  reft  of  his 
Calculations.  1  muft  likewife  add,  his  Si- 
lence in  regard  to  the  Free  Gijts  made  by 
the  Clergy  in  time  of  War,  which  are  ge- 
nerally twelve  or  fourteen  Millions  of  Livres 
a  Year. 

•^\But  granting  that  the  Revenue  of  hoiiis 
the  XlVth,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
J ^200^000  l.Sterlifig^  how  is  it  poffible  for 
any  Man  to  believe  that  that  Monarch 
would  have  dared  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with 
and  bid  Defiance  to  all  Europe^  all  the 
Princes  and  States  of  which  were  willing 
to  live  in  Peace  with  him?  Could  io  Imall 
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a  Revenue  keep  on  Foot  fuch  mighty  Armies 
as  he  raifed,  and  maintain  Fleets  which  for 
feme  time  were  the  Terror  of  not  only  Eng- 
land and  Holland,  but  all  Europe  put  toge- 
ther? And  yet,  notwithftnnding  this  prodi- 
gious Expence,  we  fee  him  at  the  fame 
time  carrying  on  flupenduous  Works;  not 
only  fuch  as  were  neceflary,  as  fortifying 
Towns  (the  Works  of  fome  of  which  coft 
him  near  a  Million  Sterling  each)  m.:king 
new  Harbours,  eredling  magnificent  Mdcra- 
zines  for  the  Ufe  qf  his  Navy,  cutting  Cn- 
nals  through  Rocks  and  Mountains ;  but 
alfo  fuch  Works  as  he  had  no  need  to  have 
undertaken,  fuch  as  fuperb  Palaces,  vail 
Gardens  adorned  with  Fountains,  Statues, 
^c.  as  if  he  was  fure  that  the  Source  from 
whence  he  drew  fuch  Treafurcs  v/as  inex- 
hauflible :  To  all  which  I  muft  add,  the 
great  Penfions  which  he  paid,  not  only  to 
Princes  and  their  Miniflers,  but  even  to 
Men  of  Letters,  both  Foreigners  and  Na- 
tives. All  thefe  Things  muft  be  admitted 
as  undeniable  Arguments  that  the  Revenues 
which  Louis  the  XlVth,  drew  from  his 
People,  were  much  greater  than  the  Antlior 
of  the  Inquiry  has  fet  forth,  or  elfe  that  he 
had  fome  other  Refources  which  have  been 
all  along  concealed  for  Reafons  of  State, 
and  which  1  fliill  point  out  in  iis  proper 
Place. 

This 
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This  is  rendered  ftill  more  probable  whcnf 
we  confider  that  Great-Britain^  Expences 
in  the  two  laft  Wars  generally  amounted  to 
ten  Millions  Sterlings  per  Annum^  beiides 
the  Share  which  our  Allies  bore  in  thofe 
Wars.  In  the  War  of  1688,  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria  and  the  'Empire^  Spain^  Holland 
and  Savoy ^  were  in  our  Alliance  j  and  if  we 
fuppofe  that  all  their  Expences  put  together 
amounted  to  no  more  than  Great- Britain  s^ 
it  follows  that  Louis  the  XlVth,  muft  have 
had  fomething  like  a  P^e venue  of  twenty 
Millions  to  hold  out  againft  them  all :  and 
that  this  was  the  Cafe  I  am  apt  to  believe  is 
but  too  true,  for  he  was  but  little,  if  any- 
thing at  all  in  Debt  at  the  Peace  ofRyfwick. 
It  muft  indeed  be  admitted  that  that  War 
drained  him  of  the  Treafure  he  had  amafled, 
and  gave  a  great  Blow  to  the  Trade  of  his 
Subjects,  efpecially  after  the  Lofs  of  fo 
great  a  Part  of  his  Fleet  at  the  Fight  of 
laHogiie:  Neverthelefs,  we  found  him  al- 
moft  as  formidable  as  ever  in  170 1,  and 
even  in  a  fairer  Way  of  attaining  Univerfal 
Monarchy.  As  for  the  wretched  Condition 
to  which  he  was  reduced  by  his  laft  War, 
it  is  chiefly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  pro- 
dio;ious  ill  Succefs  he  met  withj  for  I  be- 
lieve every  fenfible  Man  will  allow,  that  if 
the  Allies  had  received  fuch  dreadful  Blows 
as  the  French  King  did  at  Blenheim^  T^urin^ 
Ratmllies^  Sec.  they  would  never  have  been 

able 
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to  obtain  fuch  good  Conditions  of  Peace  as 
France ^ot  by  the  Treaties  of  Xjtrecht  and 
Raftadt.  No,  Sir ;  nothing  Hke  this  could 
the  Emperor  and  the  Maritime  Powers  have 
obtained  in  fuch  a  Cafe:  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  had  been  inevitably  dethroned  j  Hoi-- 
land  had  been  over-run  by  the  French 
Armies;  and  France  would  foon  have  cleared 
her  Trade  from  the  Obflrudtions  we  gave 
it,  by  turning  the  naval  Force  of  that  Re- 
publick  again  ft  us. 

In  order  to  put  it;  oiit  of  difpute  that  the 
prefent  Revenues  of  France  are  lefs  than 
formerly,  the  Inquirer  tells  us  that  he  de- 
rives his  Authority  fromM.  T)u  T^ot  (Author 
of  a  Book  intitled  Poliiical  RefeBiom  on  the 
Finances  and  Commerce  of  France)  who,  he 
fays,  was  a  CommiJJioner  of  the  Finances,  and 
by  that  means  had  an  Opportunity  of  veri- 
fying whatever  relates  to  the  publick  Reve- 
nue: That  when  he  had  finifhed  his  Book, 
he  prefented  it  in  Manufcript  to  the  Cardi- 
nal, for  his  Approbation  and  Leave  to  print 
it,  which  was  granted  him  :  Then  con- 
tinues he,  *  I  think  this  is  fjfficlent  to  efta- 

*  blifli  the  Credit  of  the  Book  in  Oppolition 

*  to  thole  who  magnify  the  P>.evenues  beyond 
'  all  Bounds  of  Probability.  For  is  it  to  be 
«  imagined,  that  a  Commijlioner  of  the  Fi- 

*  nances  would  write,  or  the  Minifter  fuffer 

*  to  be  publiflicd,  a  Book  which  made 
'  France   appear    to   be  cither  weaker   Cr 

C  :poorer 
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«  poorer  than  Ihe  really  is  ?  Is  not  the  Mi- 

*  nifter  efteemed  wife,  and  is  not  the  Au- 

*  thor  a  Frenchma?!  ?  Why  mufl  he  be  fup- 
' ,  pofed  then  to  run  againftthe  natural  Byafs 

*  of  all  Frenchmeftj  fo  notorioudy  partial  in 
«  every  thing  that  affedls  the  Glory  and  Re- 

*  putation  oiFra?2ce?  His  genuine  Charac- 

*  ter  is  to  be  found  in  his  Writings ,  there 
«  he  appears  to  be  a  Man  of  Inquiry  and 
^.  Candour,  equally  zealous  for  Truth  and 
'  for  the  Profperity  of  his  Country/ — Now, 

Sir,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  the  Author 
of  the  Inquiry  went  the  wrong  way  to  work 
in  this  Affair  ;  for  the  Authority  he  produces 
maybe  turned  againft  him.  The  Cardinal 
de  Fleury  being  juflly  efteemed  as  wife  a 
Minifler  as  any  of  his  Predecefibrs,  I  take  it 
to  be  very  found  Policy  in  him  to  conceal 
the  real  Strength  o^  France  as  much  as  pof- 
fibly  he  can.  If  Mr.  Du  lot  had  a  Tindture 
of  that  Vanity  and  Partiality  which  is  fo  pe- 
culiar to  all  Frerxhrnen^  and  difplayed  them 
in  his  Book,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his 
Eminency  gave  him  proper  Inftrudlions  on 
thofe  Heads  when  he  granted  him  permiA 
Hon  to  print  his  Work.  His  being  a  Cofu- 
miffioner  of  the  Finances  is  no  Argument 
that  he  advanced  nothing  but  the  Truth, 
becaufe  of  the  Opportunities  he  had  to  ve- 
•rify  every  thing  relating  to  the  publick  Re- 
venue; but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  rather  a 
ftrong  Prefumption  that  he  was  purpofely 

fct 
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fet  to  work  as  the  propercfl:  Perfon  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  World  ;  and  as  he  lived  under 
an  arbitrary  Government,  he  durfl  not  de- 
cline the  Tafk. 

However,  admitting  that  M.  du  Tot  ad- 
vanced nothing  but  the  Truth,  it  will  even 
appear  from  his  Authority,  in  Contradiction 
to  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry^  that  tho' 
Louh  XV.  had  not,  when  he  writ  his  Book, 
which  was  about  four  Years  ago,  quite  fo 
large  a  Revenue  as Lc/z//j  XIV.  had  in  1681 ; 
yet  as  theTaxof  theZ)/A7VwfZ)f/mr  was  not 
then  included  in  the  Revenue  of  Loz/ZiXIV. 
the  prefent  French  King,  by  the  laying  on  of 
that  Tax,  has  a  greater  Income  than  his 
Predeceffor. 

To  illuifrate  this  Point,  I  mufl:  borrow 
the  following  Words  of  Mr.  du  Toty  which 
are  to  be  found  at  page  277,  of  the  Englifi 
Edition. 

*  In    168 1,  the  Expence  of  7,272,081 

*  Livres  (for  maintaining  the  Fleet  at  that 
«  time)  was  not  more  than  France  was  able 

*  to  bear:  The  King,  however,  had  then 
«  only  1 16,873,476  Livres  of  Revenue.  He 

*  enjoys  now  at  lead  200  Millions:  Therc- 

*  fore,  you  will  fay,  he  is  abler  to  fupport 
«  that  Expence  than  he  was  in  168 1.  That 
<  is  true  if  we   look  only  to  the  Tale  of 

*  Pieces,  which  is  at  prefent  mure  than  it 
*.  was  then,  by  83,126,524  Livres:  But  if 

C  2  we 
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^  we  confider  that  thefe  LIvres  are  not  the 

*  fame,  we  (hall  iind  our  Error  ; 

Marks 

,   <  For  the  Revenue  of  1681, "| 

<  at  28  Livrcs  the  Mark  ofSil->4, 174,05^ 

'  ver,  made  a  yearly  ^um  of     J 

*  And  the  200  Millions  en-'* 

«  joyed  at  prefent  by  Louis  XV.  f       ,  a  >.  aa 
•^  at49Livres  i6Sols  the  Mark,  p*^^  ^,400 

I  produce —  J 

*  Therefore,    Louis  XV.  re-->  _ 
^  ceives yearly 7,865, 825 Livres/               «^ 

*  lefs  than  LouisXlY,  received, T      ^^^^ 

'  amounting  to  J  ' 

The  dlxieme  Denier y  or  tenth  Penny,  be- 
ing levied  at  prefent  in  France,  and  allowe(^ 
by  the  Inquirer  himfelf  to  produce  thirty 
Millions  of  Livres,  it  appears,  even  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Perfon  he  quotes,  in  order 
to  prove  that  the  prefent  Revenue  of  France 
is  lefs  than  it  was  in  Louis  XlVth's  time, 
that  it  is  greater  than  ever  it  has  been  :  For 
the  200  Millions  allowed  by  Mr.  du  7ot,  be- 
ing added  to  the  dixieme  Denier  impofed  ii\ 
time  of  War,  and  the  freeGi/t  made  by  the 
plergy  on  fuch  Occafions,  we  Ihall  have  in 
all  above  240  Millions  of  Livres,  which 
makefomething  more  than  10  Millions  Ster- 
ling. Thus  we  fee  how  little  Reafon  the 
Inquirer  has  to  ridicule  our  Efiglifi  Travel- 
lers for  afferting  that  the  Revenues  of  the 
i.  .  .  French 
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French  King  exceed  that  Sum :  And  thus 
we  fee  what  Credit  he  deferves  with  the  Pub- 
lick,  when  he  afferts  (paee  49)  that  France 
has  loft  three  Millions  ana  a  half  Sterling  per 
Annum  in  her  Trade  with  England  and 
Holland. 

Mr.  du  Tot^  indeed,  endeavours  to  prove 
that  Loiiisl^'V.  on  account  of  the  numerous 
Armies  he  keeps  on  foot,  the  advanced  Price 
of  Things,  and  the  Increafeof  Charges,  Pen- 
fions,  Places,  Cic.  is  not  fo  rich,  that  is,  has 
not  fo  much  Money  in  proportion  to  his  De- 
mands as  Loz^/i  XII.  Francis  J.  and  II.  and 
Henry  II.  and  III.  had  ;  all  which  I  grant. 
But  I  can't  fee  that  it  follows  from  thence, 
that  the  Liberties  of  &rc/>^  are  the  fafer; 
butquiiethe  contrary,  efpecially as  theHoufe 
Aujlria  is  very  far  from  being  fo  powerful  as 
it  was  in  the  Reigns  of  thofe  French  Mo- 
narchs.  I  will  likewife  allow  that  the  Sub- 
je(5ts  of  France  are  taxed  very  high  at  pre- 
fent  ;  notwithftanding  which,  Gectlemcn 
who  have  travelled  lately  in  that  Kingdom 
cannot  help  obferving  that  the  Face  of  the 
Vvhole  Country  is  quite  changed  from  what 
it  was  twenty  Years  ago,  and  that  all  things 
are  now  in  as  flourifliing  a  Condition  as  tbty 
were  formerly  ruinous  and  defolate:  Now, 
the  King  being  ablblute,  while  there  is  any 
Money  m  the  Country,  he  will  find  Ways 
and  Means  to  draw  it  into  his  Coffers  when- 
ever he  thinks  fit  3  and  that  there  never  was 

mure 
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more  Money  in  France,  appears  by  tlie  great 
Increafeand  flourifliingCondition  of  theTrade 
of  that  Kingdom,  which  I  think  can  be  beil 
fhewn  by  the  vaft  Decay  of  the  Britip 
Commerce. 

Our  modeji  and  accurate  Inquirer  having 
fhewn  that  France  has  loft  3,582,090  /.  Ster- 
ling fer  Annum  in  her  Trade  with  England 
and  Holland^  fays  that,  he  thinks  it  almoft  im- 
foljiblefor  her^  to  repair  that  Lofs  by  any  new 
Acqulfttlons  of  Trade  with  other  Countries. 
If  the  Premifes  were  right,  the  Conclufion 
would  be  veryjufl:  But  the  Misfortune  is, 
that  Great  Britain  lofes  many  Millions 
yearly  by  her  Trade  with  France,  As  to  the 
Trade  between  France  and  Holland^  I  be- 
lieve both  Nations  may  be  Gainers  by  it, 

If  our  Author  fhould  be  inclined  to  pur- 
fue  the  Subjed,  I  would  advife  him  to  write 
another  Pamphlet  purpofely  to  demonftrate 
that  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain  never  was 
more  extenfive  and  flouriHiing  than  at  prc- 
ijbnt;  for  without  fuch  Demonftration,  few. 
People  will  believe  that  the  Commerce  of 
France  is  gone  to  ruin,  becaufe  this  is  the 
Language  conftantly  ufed  here  by  the  Tools 
oi  France y  in  order  to  lull  the  Nation  alleep. 
If  bethinks  fit  to  take  this  friendly  Hint,  I 
hope  he  will  give  Anfwers  to  the  following 
Queries : 

!•  Whether  the  Primiim  Mobile  of  our 

Com- 
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Commerce,  the  Woollen  ManufaBury,  is  not 
reduced  to  a  moft  deplorable  Condition  ? 

2.  Whether  our  Fijheries  are  not  in  a 
manner  given  up  to  Foreigners,  particularly 
that  valuable  one  at  Newfoundland  to  the 
French. 

3.  Whether  the  Depredations  of  the  Spa- 
7iiards^  from  1716  to  1738,  have  benefited 
our  Trade  ? 

4.  Whether  tlie  Capture  of  fo  many  of 
our  Merchantmen  fince  the  Commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  War,  by  Spafiifi  Pri- 
vateers, alias  *  Ships  fitted  out  by  his  Em-^ 
nency  and  his  Honour ^  has  increaled  our  na- 
tional Stock  ? 

5.  Whether  the  frequent  Interruption  of 
Trade  by  Embargoes  has  been  very  beneficial 
to  the  Nation  ? 

6.  Whether  the  -f*  delaying  of  Convoys 
for  our  Merchantmen  has  promoted  the  vent 
of  our  Manufadures  at  foreign  Markets  ? 
And, 

7.  Whether  the  vaft:  Number  of  Poor 
throv^n  upon  the  Parifhes  of  late  Years,  and 
the  prodigious  Rife  of  the  Poor's  Rates,  are 
Signs  of  a  flourifhing  Trade  ? 

Thefe  Queries  I  take  to  be  proper  Grounds 
foi  another  Piece  from  the  fame  hone/iHand. 

If 

*  V\"]ioevcr  reads  the  Merchants  Cafe,  as  rumm'J  up  by 
Mr.  Glover,  will  not  tlwnk  the  Refleflion  in  this  Query  too 
.  lievere. 

■\  See  the  RcToljtiocs  of  tlie  Hwjfc  of  Commons  this 
Seflion . 
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If  he  ventures  to  join  iffue  on  that  Footiftg^f 
I  hope  he  will  alfo  demonftrate,  at  the  fame 
time,  what  a  great  Advantage  it  is  to  our 
Trade  to  be  clogged  with  high  Cujloms^  as  it 
has  been  ever  fince  Queen  Elizabeth'^  Reign ; 
CloggSj  which  in  the  Opinion  of  all  Men  of 
Senfe,  do  not  feem  to  have  been  deiignedto 
encreafe  the  Revenue,  as  indeed  they  do  not, 
but  rather  calculated  for  throwing  great  part 
of  our  Trade  into  the  Hands  of  Foreigners. 

If  this  is  a  fair  State  of  the  Cafe,  in  regard 
to  the  miferable  Condition  of  our  Trade, 
tho'  delivered  by  way  of  ^lerieSy  \\ov<i  mon- 
ilrous  and  iniquitous  is  it  not  to  alTert,  or 
even  to  infinuate,  that  our  Trade  is  in  a  mofl 
ilourifhing  Condition,  and  that  the  Com- 
merce of  Frafice  is  gone  to  ruin  ?  But  what 
is  it  that  a  Man  will  not  aflert,  after  the 
nefarious  Method  he  has  taken  to  prove  that 
the  Revenues  of  the  prefent  French  King  are 
lefs  than  thofe  of  his  PredeceiTor?  The  con- 
trary of  which  is  made  fo  evident  by  that 
very  Writer  whofe  Authority  he  would  fain 
palm  upon  the  Fublick  in  fupport  of  his  f^lfe 
Calculations. 

I  fliall  not  take  upon  rr,e  to  call  in  que- 
ftion  Mr.  Ffjr/Af/s  Calculations,  as  quoted 
by  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry^  tho'  I  muft 
queftion  the  Aflertion  of  the  latter,  /.^.  that 
France  draws  1^880,000/.  Sterling  a  year 
Icfs  from  thefe  Kingdoms,  for  Goods  im- 
ported frorn  thence,  than  (he  did  formerly. 

Some 
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Some  Artrdes  I  allow  to  be  greatly  diminirti- 
ed,  and  as  for  Iron  Ware,  Clocks  an(J 
Watches,  Ifuppofe  we  take  none  at  all  from 
tlie  French.  The  Silks  which  we  take  from 
them,  the' they  may  not  amount  to  600,000/. 
are  no  inconfiderable  Article,  as  they  are 
fmuggled  in  upon  us,  and  hawked  about  all 
over  the  Country  ^  efpecially  if  we  reckon 
in  their  Eaji-India  Silks,  which  they  did  not 
deal  in  at  that  time.  As  ^ov  Li  mien,  tho* 
the  quantity  of  Canvas  and  Sail-Cloth  we 
import  from  France  may  not  be  great,  yet 
the  quantity  of  Cambricks  which  we  take 
from  that  Nation  is  very  confiderable;  the 
Ufe  of  them  is  vaftly  hitroduced  and  en- 
couraged fmce  Mr.  Fortrefs  time,  and  they 
are  chiefiy  fmuggled  in' upon  us. 

In  regard  to  French  Woollen  Goods,  tho' 
they  may  not,  as  yet,  be  imported  in  flich 
large  Quantities  as  they  were  in  \.ht  Frenchi- 
Jied  Rt\gn  of  King  Charles  II.  yet  not  only 
our  Nobility  lay  out  great  Sums  that  way, 
but  the  French  too  conftiain  the  Owlcrs  of 
Wool  to  take  fome  of  their  Woollen  Manu- 
fadures  in  part  of  Payment,  and  the  latter 
oblige  thePerfons,  whole  Wool  they  buy,  to 
take  oft  of  their  Hands  as  much  of  thofe  Ma- 
nufactures as  will  ferve  their  Families  and 
thofc  of  their  Acquaintance,  and  the  reft 
they  hawk  about  the  Countiy,  not  only  in 
E?igland  but  Ireland  too. 

D  As 
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As  to  Wines,  if  it  be  confidered  that  //t- 
land  dnr\\i'i  r.*:  prefent  prodigious  Qnantities 
ofFre?icb  Wines,  and  fcarce  any  other,  which 
they  did  not  formerly  till  their  Wool  and 
Provifions  found  their  way  to  France  j  that 
the  Price  of  thofe  Wines  is  vaftly  rifen  (ince 
Mr.  Forfrcfs  time  j  that  the  beft  Growths 
are  imported  hither  at  a  moft  extravagant 
Price ;  and  that  vaft  Quantites  of  them  are 
brought  into  Engla?id  under  the  Denomina- 
tion of  Portugal  and  Spamfi  Wines,  great 
part  of  them  being  really  mixt  with  the  lat- 
ter Sorts  J  it  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  thefe 
Kingdoms  now  pay  France  a  much  taller 
-Sum  of  Money  for  Wine  than  ever  they  did 
before.  As  to  the  mixing  of  French  Wines 
with  Portugal  and  Spanifi,  it  is  a  thing 
much  praftifed  at  Guern/ey  and  "Jerfey  j  cur 
Merchants  continually  ordering  great  Quan- 
tites to  be  landed  there  for  that  Purpofe,  as 
I  can  averr  from  my  own  Knowledge. 

With  refped:  to  Brandies^  the  Author  of 
BritaJinia  LanguenSy  who  does  not  difprove 
Mr.  Fortrey\  Calculations,  obferves,  never- 
thelefs,  that  formerly  we  ufed  tp  drink  ou;: 
own  Spirits  inftead  of  them,  which  few  Peo- 
ple care  to  do  now-a-days  if  they  can  avoid 
it ;  confequently,  we  may  very  modeftly 
prefumethat  there  are  greater  Quantities  of 
thofe  Brandies  imported  now  than  at  that 
Time,  tho*  the  Quantities  entered  at  the 
Cujlom-Houfe  may  be  very  inconfiderable. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  the  Silks^  Canihrlck^i 
Paper,  Woollen  Goods,  Wifies  and  Bratidies, 
together  with  the  T^eas,  Coffee,  Rum,  Bead^y 
&c.  which  laft  Articles  did  not  come  within 
Mr.  Fortrefsljiii,  may  well  be  fuppofed  t^ 
amount  to  as  much  now  as  the  Imports  from 
Frame  did  in  his  Time :  And  if  we  throw 
into  the  Account  the  great  Sums  fquanderod 
away  every  year  in  France  by  our  wife  tra- 
velling Nobility  and  Gentry,.  1  believe  it 
will  be  allowed  that  the  French  draw  alto- 
gether as  much,  if  not  more  of  our  Specie  to 
them  than  ever.  Mr.  Munn,  who  was  fent 
over  fome  years  ago  by  the  late  Miniflry,  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  IVoollen 
Manufaiiuriesoi France,  fays,  in  the  printed 
Journal  of  his  Oblervations  abroad,  that  in 
fcvcral  parts  of  that  Kingdom  they  had  no 
other  Gold  but  E?iglilh  Guineas,  and  tl^at  he 
has  known  their  Troops  to  be  paid  with  this 
Coin  for  feveral  Months  together.  As  French 
Coin  is  grown  fovery  fcarce  in  this  Kingdom, 
it  is  a  plain  Proof  that  the  Balance  of  Trade 
is  in  favour  of  France. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  in  regard  to  France\ 
Trade  with  Holla?id;  for  tho'  in  fome  Ar- 
ticles the  Z)///tv!;  may  take  fewer  Commodi- 
ties from  that  Nation,  yet  in  others  they 
vail ly  exceed,  as  they  live  at  prcfent  in  an 
extravagant,  expenfivc  manner,  in  compari^ 
ion  to  what  they  did  formerly.  But  let  that 
be  as  i:  will  ; '  the  Encroachments  which 
D   2  they 
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they  have  made  on  our  Newfoundland Fifiery 
amounts  yearly  to  much  more  than  what 
our  x^uthor  pretends  they  have  loft  by  the 
E}jglijh  and  Dutch  Trade ;  and  of  this  he 
fcems  to  be  fenfible,  for  he  grants  that  they 
had  been  totally  deftroyed,  had  it  not  been 
foi  this  Fijhery  and  fome  other  Indulgences 
granted  them  in  the  Treaty  oi  Utrecht.  But 
not  f-itisfied  with  this,  they  have  intruded 
themlelves  into  our  FiJJ:crics  in  the  Chanftel 
and  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland:  All  which 
Articles  any  Nation  that  has  the  fole  Right 
to  them  ought  to  be  the  more  tenacious  of, 
as  thev  furniflivafl-  numbers  of  Seamen,  and 
are  in  fadt  a  more  confiderable  Nurfery  for 
them  than  any  other  Branches  of  Trade :  For 
young  Fellows,  who  have  ferved  their  Time 
to  ether  Trades,  and  afterwards  take  it  into 
their  Heads  to  go  to  Sea,  become  able  Sai- 
lors in  three  or  four  Voyages  ;  and  it  is  a 
fufficient  Encouragement  for  them  to  go  on 
this  Bufmefs,  becaufe  they  can  get  good 
Wages  at  their  firfl:  fetting  out,  being  alto- 
gether as  ufeful  in  catching  and  curing  Fifli 
as  the  Sailors  themfelves.  TheMiniftry  who 
granted  the  French  any  part  of  guv  FiJJj cries, 
were  certainly  vevy  much  to  be  blamed  ; 
but  as  theMinifav  that  fucceeded  them  were 
fully  fenfible  of  the  Evil  and  made  nofmall 
Outcry  againft  it,  if  they  could  not,  or 
would  not  remedy  it  when  they  came  into 
play,  they  might  neverthelefs  have    taken 

care 
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care  t©  preventthe  French  from  pufliing  their 
Encroachments  in  this  Article  beyond  the 
Bounds  allowed  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht. 

I  am  really  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  our  Au- 
thor would  be  at  in  page  20,  21,  and  22. 
He  there  tells  us,   *  That  as  it  is  a  received 

*  Opinion  that  the  Manufadlure  of  fFooI  is 

*  of  a   late  Date  in  Fra?2cey  he  muft  be  a 

*  little  more  particular  upon  it/  Then  he 
fays,  *  In  1650  the  French  Miniflry  began 

*  to  encourage  the  Manufacture  of  WodI, 

*  and  as  their  People  fucceeded  in  it,  they 
«  increafed  the  Duty    on  FngUJh  Woollen 

*  Goods  imported  into  France'.  After  which 
he  gives  us  an  Account  of  the  gradual  Rifer 
of  the  Duties  laid  by  the  French  Court  on 
FngUJli  Woollen  Goods  imported  into  that 
Kingdom  ;  and  then  produces  the  Autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Fcr/rfy,  to  prove  that  iht  French 
Woollen  Manufactures  were  very  coniidera- 
ble  fo  long  ago  as  theYear  1663,  the  Woollen 
Stuffs  imported  into  England  alone  amount- 
ing at  that  time  to  no  lels  than  150,000/. 
Sterling  per  ann.  *  A  ftrong  Proof,  adds  he, 

*  that  this  Manufadure  is  no  new  Acqui- 
'  fition  to  Fra?Le.' — But  all  this  while  we 
don't  find  the  leaft  Inlinuation  there,  nor  in 
any  other  Place  in  his  Pamphlet,  that  our 
IVoci  is  fmuggled  to  France,  Perhaps  he  has 
feme  cogrnt  Reafons  for  being  lilcnt  in  this 
Point :  However,  1  will  r.ot  be  ib  unchari- 
table 
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table  as  to  fuppofe  that  he  overlooked  it  wit- 
tingly, and  that  all  that  he  aims  at  is,  to 
fhew  that  the  Fre?ich  may  plead  Pj-efcription 
in  the  Cafe  of  the  Woollen  Manufaduries,^ 
whether  they  are  able,  or  not  able,  to  carry 
them  on  to  any  Advantage  without  the  Help 
of  BritiJJj  and  Irip  Wool.  If  he  is  not  a 
Runner  of  Wool  himfelf,  he  may  charge  this 
Omiffiontothelnftrudions  he  received  from 
his  Patrons  for  writing  his  Pamphlet. 

I  will  not  difpute  v/ith  him  whether  the 
French  Miniflry  began  to  encourage  the 
Woollen  ManiifaBuries  fo  early  as  the  year 
1650  J  but  according  to  Count  ^  Boiilain- 
"oilliers,  they  were  firft  fet  up  for  the  King's 
Account  in  1669,  and  not  before  3  and,  as 
the  Count  adds,  they  were  pii (bed  on  with 
fuch  Vigour,  that,  in  the  very  firil  Year  of 
their  Eflablidiment,  they  turned  out  to  the 
value  of /ic'c  Millions  Sterling  ;  the  Profit  on 
which  mufl  be  very  confiderable  to  the 
French  King,  as  he  had  prohibited  xh'tFng- 
///?> Manufactures,  and,  therefore,  could  make 
his  Subjects  take  his  Goods  at  his  own  Price. 
As  the  Count  de  Boulainvilliers  was  no  Fi- 
nancier nor  Minlflerkl  Gentleman,  but  on 
the  contrary  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  late 
Regent  to  reftore  France  to  its  ancientLiber- 
ties,  I  think  we  may  very  fafely  rely  on  his 
Teftimony  in  this  refpedt  3  and  when  wc 

reflect 

*  See  his  Memorials  prefer.ted  to   the  French  Miiiiilry  in 
the  late  Re-^ent's  Time. 
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refledl  on  the  rapid  Increafe  of  the  French 
King's  Power  after  the  iEra  mentioned  by 
this  noble  Hiftorian,  we  cannot  help  con- 
cluding that  it  muft  have  been  chiefly  owing 
to  the  vaft  Progrefs  which  He  bim/elj  made 
In  thewDoI/eift'Trade  as  well  as  his  Subje(fls. 

Before  the  Encouragement  given  by  the 
Fretich  Monarchs  to  thej'cy  and  other  Manu- 
fafturies,  their  Figure  in  Europe  was  but 
very  inconliderable  ;   the  SpaTiiards  could 
fometimes  bribe  their    Miniftry    and    take 
whole  Provinces  from  them :  Nay,  fo  fmall 
were  their  Revenues  formerly  (infiead  of  be- 
ing greater  than  at  prefent)  that  Dr.  Hcyl'in^ 
in  his  Geography,   takes    notice   of  a  Bill 
found  in  the  Chamber  of  Accounts  at  Paris^ 
relating  to  the  Expencesof  Lo«/jXI.  wherem 
are  found  the  following  Articles,  viz.  two 
Shillings  for  new  Sleeves  to  the  King's  old 
Doublet,  and  Three-half-pence  for  Liquor 
to  greafe  his  Boots.     And  fo  far  were  they 
from  being  able  to  a6l  independently   and 
fupport  themfelves  againll    the  Spa?iiards^ 
that  they  were  able  to  court  England  and  fue 
for  her  Prote(ftion  J  and  in  order  to  ingratiate 
themfelves  the  more,  got  themfelves  made 
Knights  of  the  Garter ^  as  all  of  them  were, 
iays  i\\t  Author  o{ Bi  it an?ii a Langu ens,  from 
CharlcsVlW.  xoLonisXWl.  except  Fra?icisll, 
who  reigned  but  one  Year  :  Nay,   fiys   the 
fame  Author,  they  paid  a  fort  ot  Tribute  to 
the  Kings  of  England  of  :o,oco  Crowns  a 

Year, 
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Year,  for  thefpace  of  loo  Years,  till  Charles 
VII.  wrefted  out  of  our  Hands  all  the  Ter- 
ritories we  held  in  France.,  except  Ca/ais-^ 
which  he  effeded,  as  appears  by  our  EngliJJ) 
Hiftorians,  by  bribing  our  Miniftry  in  Hen- 
ry Vlth's  Time,  and  raifing  DiiTentions  a* 
mong  ourfelves,  which  ended  in  the  de- 
pofing  of  that  unhappy  Prince,  and  the  Ex- 
clufion  of  his  Family  by  Ad:  of  Parliament^ 
a  Right  which  our  Parliaments  have  always 
cli^imed  and  exercifed,  and  I  hope  will  con- 
tinue to  maintain,  as  it  is  the  chiefeft  if  not 
the  only  Bulwark  of  our  Liberties.^— But  to 
return  -, 

'  The  Dutch i  ,aS  our  Pamphlet  Writer  ob- 
fej  ves,  were  the  firft  Authors  of  the  French 
Grandeur,  and  contributed  towards  it  out  of 
a  felfifli  Principle  J  and  now  they  are  likely 
to  befwallowed  up  by  it,  as  they  narrowly 
miffed  it  in  the  lafl:  Century.  That  Nation, 
upon  their  {baking  off  the  Yoke  of  Philip 
the  Second,  maintained  themfelves  chiefly 
by  the  Plunder  of  the  Spmndrds  ;  but  hav- 
ing aftervvards  ^ot  plenty  of  Money;  they 
were  tempted  to  enlarge  their  Commerce 
farther  than  was  neceffary  for  their  own 
Confumption :  For  this  End  (their  own 
Country  not  producing  Food  for  its  Inhabi- 
tants, norfcarcfiiny  thing  for  Exportation  or 
Manufadures)  tjiey  began,  among  other 
things,  to  tali  off  as  much  of  the  Produce 
of  France^  confifting  of  Corn,  Wine,  Bran- 
dy 
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dy  and  Salt,  as  could  be  fpared  them ;  this 
encouraged  the  French  tu  increafe  the  Growth 
of  thefe  Commoditi;^s,  and  put  the  Kings  of 
France  upon  encouraging  Manufadlures  like- 
wife,  which  their  Dutch  Carriers  introduc'd 
into  as  many  Markets  as  they  could,  as 
they  had  done  before,  in  regard  to  the  be- 
forementioned  Commodities.  The  Riches 
which  the  French  acquired  by  this  Com- 
merce, made  them,  in  time,  a  Match  for 
the  Spaniards y  with  the  Affiftance  of  Crom- 
well who,  notwithftanding  it  was  his  Inte- 
reft  to  prevent  their  growing  too  powerful 
for  Spain,  found  it  is  his  private  Interefl  in 
the  main  to  keep  fair  with  them,  to  the 
End  that  they  might  not  give  any  Affiftance 
to  the  Koyal.Famil\\  whom  they  accord- 
ingly abandoned  for  the  Sake  of  Intercft. 

It  muft  be  obfervcd  to  the  Honour  of 
Louis  the  XlVth's  Wifdom  and  Forefight, 
that  he  did  not  venture  to  engage  fingly  in 
a  War  with  almoft  all  Europe,  nor  under- 
take thofe  other  grand  Deligns,  nor  launch 
out  in  thofe  vaft  Expences,  which  I  have  al- 
ready mention'd,  'till  fome  time  after  the 
Eftablifhment  of  the  Woollen  Manufadtu- 
ncs  for  his  own  Account :  Nor  did  he,  'till 
then,  build  and  equip  his  grand  Fleet  of 
200  Ships  of  War,  provided  wirh  Brafs 
Guns,  and  every  thing  elfe  anfwerable. 
Now,  if  his  Revenues  were  not  much 
greater  than  what  our  Author  afTsrts,  it  is 
E  evident 
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evident  that  he  mufl  have  had  fome  other 
Sources   of  Wealth   to  encourage    him  to 
embark  in   fuch  vaft  Defigns,  and  fupport 
him  under  themj  and  thofe  Sources  could 
be  no  other  than  Trade  or  Manufad:ures :; 
But  I  cannot  find  that  he  carried  on  any 
-Trade  or  Manufactures  for  his    own   Ac- 
count, befides  the   Woollen ;    confequently, 
the  lefshis  Revenues  were,  the  greater  muft 
his  Profit  have  been  on  thofe  Manufactures^ 
If  this  is  not   a   fair  State  of  the  Cafe,  let 
the  Inquirer^   or  his  Fellow-Labourer,  the 
Gazeteer^  fet  it  in  a  better  Light.     That 
the  French  adually  fupply  the  greateft  Part 
of  the   World  with  Woollen  Goods^  as  the- 
EngVJh  were  formerly   wont  to  do,  is  evi- 
dent from  Matter  of  Fad:;  and  that  too  in 
a  much  greater  degree,  and  with  lefs  Inter- 
ruption than   in  the   Reign    of  Louis  the 
XlVth.  who  never  could  get  it  fiipulated  in 
the  Treaty  of   Utrecht,  nor  in  any   other 
Treaty,  that  his  Subjeds  fhould  have  our 
Wool,    and    be    Sharers    in    the.  Woollen 
Trade,  tho'  it  is  but  too  notorious  that  his 
Influence  over  King  Charles's  Miniftry  was 
fo  great,  that  they  could  fcarce  refule  him 
any  thing.     That  the  Woollen  Fabricks  in 
Frame  are  chiefly  carried  on  upon  the  fame 
Footing  as  in  Louis  the  XlVth's  Tim.e,  is 
"what  may   be  gathered  from  Mr.  Miimi'-, 
Journal  aboven^entioned,  wherein  we  find 
Inftances  of  their  being  eflablifhed  by  the 

King's. 


(27    ) 

King's  Money  :  The  fame  Writer  fay?,  that 
any  Englifiman^  who  underftood  the  Biifi- 
nefs,  might  be  fiipph'ed  witli  Money  to  fet 
up  a  Manufa(5lury.  It  was  on  this  Bottom 
that  *  £//^;  Barnes  fet  out,  and  met  with 
fuch  Encouragement,  that  he  kept  his  Coach 
and  Six".  And  as  a  farther  Proof  that  the 
King  of  "France  is  concerned  in  the  Woollen 
Manufadlures,  there  is  a  Perfon  a<flually 
in  Town  that  can  produce  a  Commiflion  to 
buy  Wool,  not  for  French  Merchants^  but 
for  the  King  himfelj  -,  but  when  he  came 
over  from  France^  and  (hewed  his  Com- 
miflion to  the  late  M-n-il-r,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fet  forth  to  him  the  dangerous 
Confcquences  of  letting  our  Wool  go  off 
unmanufadlured,  he  could  get  no  other  Sa- 
tisfadl'on  from  him  but  a  Horje  Laugh.  On 
this  Occafion  I  can't  help  obfervinp,  that 
the  Nation  may  very  well  apply  to  the 
Great  Many  what  the  Frogs  in  the  Fable 
faid  to  the  Boys  who  pelted  them  with 
Stones,  7hd  it  be  Sport  to  you^  it  is  Death 
to  us  :  A  cruel  and  unnatural  Death,  to 
have  the  Labour  of  the  Nation  given  away 
to  our  hereditary  Enemies,  while  the  In- 
habitants are  ftarving  for  want  of  it. 

Another  Inftance  that  the  F/r.vr^  King  is 

concerned  himfelf  in  the  Woollen  Manu- 

E  2  fadiirics 

*  See  hi.  Letter  to  Mr  Wibl'.r,  publiflied  in  n  Pamphlet, 
ir.titlod,  /■/»  A'if'wfr  to  the  prctej.dci  Rcmarkv  tn  Mr.  Wt:l»- 
ber'i  Sclicir.e,  cV.     Ey  yoi'i  Lo.-.Ji/n. 
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faduries,  is  this :  That  he  keeps  Granaries 
and  Storehoufes  for  all  forts  of  Provifions 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Manufacturers,  which 
he  fills  in  cheap  Times;  and  when  the 
Markets  rife,  he  delivers  out  the  Provifions 
to  the  Manufacturers  at  the  ufual  Price,  to 
the  End,  that  the  Price  of  Labour  may  not 
advance.  I  may  likewife  add,  as  a  farther 
Inflance  of  the  great  Value  which  the 
French  Court  fets  on  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fa(5turies,  that  the  late  Sir  Richard  Vyvyan^ 
to  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  known, 
in  a  Converfation  on  the  Decay  of  the  Wool- 
len Trade  many  Years  ago,  was  pleafed  to 
tell  me,  that  being  in  Company  with  fome 
French  Noblemen  foon  after  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht^  and  talking  over  the  Tranfadtions 
of  the  War,  one  of  the  French  Gentlemen 
did  not  ftick  to  fay  that  their  Court  knew 
very  well  wherein  the  Strength  of  Great- 
Britain  lay ;  that  it  was  in  the  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactures, and  that  their  Miniftry  would 
leave  no  Stone  unturned  to  get  them  fro??i  us. 

Should  I  be  asked  what  Sum  it  may  be 
fuppofed  the  French  King  gets  for  his  Share 
of  the  Profit  on  the  Woollen  Manufactures? 
I  anfwer,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  afcertain 
it,  without  having  the  exaCt  Number  of 
Looms  employed  for  his  Account,  and  a 
true  Account  of  fome  other  Contingencies, 
which  no  private  Man  can  come  at;  but  it 
is  plain  that  his  Profit  on  thofe  Manufac- 
tures 
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turcs  muft  be  very  large,  or  elfc  that  the 
Account  of  his  Revenues,  as  publifhed  to 
the  World,  muft  be  very  much  under-rated. 
It  is  lufficient  to  obferve  on  tliis  Occafion, 
that  the  Woollen  Manufactures  were  looked 
upon  by  our  Anceftors  as  the  chief  Support 
of  the  State  itfelf;  witnefs  the  placing  of 
Wool  Sacks  before  the  Eyes  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  which  has  hitherto  had  as  good  an  Ef- 
fedl,  as  if  they  had  been  burnt  long  ago, 
as  feme  ivife  Prcjc^ors  have  propofed  to  do 
in  regard  to  our  Wool,  becaufe,  according 
to  their  weak  Notions,  we  are  overftocked 
with  it:  And  that  the  Advantages  of  thefe 
Manufa(5lures  have  always  been  felt  by  the 
Nation  in  general,  in  proportion  to  the 
fmaller  or  larger  Quantities  of  Wool  ex- 
ported. But  to  give  another  Inftance  of  the 
great  Things  which  may  be  done  with  a 
fmall  Share  of  our  Wool,  when  the  manu- 
facturing of  it  is  in  the  Hands  of  a  Prince; 
I  muft  obferve  that  the  Kings  oi  Prujjia 
could  hardly  bring  20,000  Men  into  the 
Field  thirty  Years  ago,  and  were  not  looked 
upon  to  have  any  Money  by  them  j  but 
lince  that  Time  we  find  the  Pruffian  Mo- 
narchs  building  fine  Palaces,  maintaining 
an  Army  of  100,000  Men,  even  in  time  of 
Peace,  andboaftingot  having  y^wt*  Millions 
in  their  Coffers.  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
the  Acquifition  of  Part  of  Pomer'atiia  has 
alone  increafed  their  Power  at  this  prodi- 
gious 
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glous  Rate,  when  compared  to  what  it  was 
in  the  Beginning  of  this  Century  ?  No,  Sir; 
it  is  the  *  Woollen  Manufadury  that  has 
chiefly  contribrted  to  their  Grandeur :  The 
Court  oi Berlin  feems  to  be  thoroughly  fen- 
iible  of  the  Importance  of  that  Manufadu-. 
ry ;  and,  perhaps,  the  unnatural  Engage- 
ments between  that  Court  and  the  French, 
have  been  entered  into  with  a  View  to  pre- 
ferve  their  Woollen  Trade^  as  well  as  to  ftrip 
the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 

To  illuftrate  what  I  have  been  advancing, 
with  refped:  to  the  powerful  Influence  of 
the  Woollen  Manufadures,  and  the  great 
Ufe  France  has  already  made,  and  ftHl  in- 
tends to  make  of  them,  in  order  to  forward 
her  Scheme  of  XJniverfal  Mojiarchy  3  I  fliall 
bring  a  Quotation  which  even  the  Author 
of  the  Pamphlet  under  Confideration  will 
not  dare  to  except  againfl,  and  which  will 
ferve  to  demonflrate  that  the  Commerce  of 
JPr^i^tr^  is  f ar  from  being  negledled  ordecay'd, 
—  The  Author  of  the  Political  Reflexions y 
&c.  after  making!  ufe  of  exceeding  ftrong 
Arguments  to  periiiade  his  Countrymen  to. 
be  eafy  under  the  Cardindh  pacifick  Admiv. 
niftration,  conclude  his  Treatife  thus. 

*  To 

*  I  never  could  hear  any yj/zWReafon  affigned  for  our  falling 
out  with  RiiJJia  in  the  late  King's  Time  ;  unlefs  it  was  to  pro- 
cure a  Prohibition  of  our  Woollen  Goods  in  that  mighty  Em- 
pire, to  the  End  that  the  Prujpan  IV'Ianufadures  might  be  in- 
troduced there. 
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*  To  make  Peace,  in  order  to  procure  to 

*  ourfelves   all  the  Advantages  of  an  cxten- 

*  live  Commerce^  is  to  make  War  upon 

*  our  Enemies.'  (I  prefume  the  Author's 
Meaning  ought  to  be  tranftated  thus,  is,  i?i 
Fa5t,    'waging  War  againjl  our  Enemies,) 

*  Let  us  have  no  more  to  do,  therefore, 
*'with  thofe  Vldlories  that  are  gained  by 

*  ruinous  Means.     Let  Glory  deep  and  be 

*  at  reft.     It  is  in  the  Heart  of  our  Plains, 

*  that  Indujlry  (hall  open  to  us  ealy  Paths  to 
*■  greater  Conqucfts.  May  propitious  Hea- 
••  vcn  pieferve  to  us  a  Prince,  whofe  Wif- 
*■  dom  meafures  his  Glory  by  the  Happinefs 

*  of  his  People,  and  a  worthy  Minifter, 
*'  who  feconds  his  Views  withfo  much  Zeal 
*-  and  cxtenfive  Difcernment.  France,  fu- 
'  perior   by  the  Advantages  of  her   Com- 

*  merce,    fliall   make    neighbouring    States 

*  know,    that  fhe  is  as  capable   of  raifing 

*  her  Power  by  Peace  as  by  War. 

Now,  as  the  Author  of  the  Pamphlet  un- 
der confideration,  allows  that  all  other  Ma- 
nufad:ures  are  gone  to  Ruin  in  France,  and 
as  thefe  great  Things  are  to  be  done  by  Zv- 
diijlry,  M.  F)u  T'ot,  whom  I  have  juft 
quoted,  muft  needs  have  had  in  his  Eye 
the  Manufactures  of  Wool,  and  their  be- 
ing managed  on  fuch  a  Footing,  and  car- 
ried to  luch  a  height  as  I  have  advanced  : 
This  Quotation  hkewife  accounts  for  the 
Cardinal's    pacifick  Conduct,    and  plainly 

points 
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points  out  the  grand    Defigns   he  has  in 
View. 

It  may  be  urged  that  the  Car  dinar  s  Scheme 
juft  mentioned,  is  chimerical  and  never  caa 
be  effected  j  but  I  beHeve  the  contrary  is  de- 
mon ftrable,  if  Brit  am  does  not  very  quickly 
alter  her  Meafures.  The  Aim  of  that  Mi- 
nifter  is  to  put  his  Mafter  in  poffeffion  of  a 
vaft  Treafure.  Money  is  not  only  the  Si- 
news of  War,  but  by  it  a  Prince  is  enabled 
to  keep  himfelf  conftantly  in  a  Poflure  of 
War,  and  thereby  oblige  his  Neig-hbours  to. 
do  the  fame  till  their  Treafures  are  exhaufled, 
and  then  their  Armies  and  Councils  will  dif- 
fipate  alfo.  Money  not  only  enables  him  to 
take  foreign  Troops  into  his  Pay,  and  bring 
Princes  into  hisAiiiance,but  it  alfo  fets  them 
to  cut  one  another's  Throats,  while  he  re- 
mains an  idle  Spectator  of  their  Quarrels,  or 
lends  only  a  few  of  his  Troops  to  affift  or 
opprefs  either  Side  as  it  fquares  with  his  In- 
terefl.  Money  will  bribe  Minifcers  to  be- 
tray their  Country  :  It  will  engage  a  true 
and  clofd  Correfpondence,  open  the  Secrets 
of  the  Cabinet  and  poifon  their  Councils  :  It 
palTes  through  Fortifications  and  Guards  into 
Cities  and  Forts,  and  delivers  them  up  by 
Surprife  :  It  will  purchafe  Governors,  Gene- 
rals, and  Admirals,  and  like  Lightning  con- 
fume  the  Heart  of  aNation  whil/l  itsCoun- 
tenance  remains  frefli.  This  Money,  that 
does  all  Things,  is  not  to  be  got  with  fo  much 

Eafe 
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Eafe  and  Safety  ashy  Trade;  and  this  Trade 
has  been  but  too  long  in  the  Hands  of  the 
French^  and  is  io  much  the  more  fatal  to 
us,  becaufe  what  they  gain  ive  lofc,  which  is 
more  than  a  double  Diladvantage  to  us. 

The  Ballance  oi Trade  in  Europe  muft  ne- 
cefTariiy  be  either  in  tiie  Hands  or  England, 
or  Hollaiidy  or  France.  In  the  Hands  of 
Engia?id  it  cannot  poflibly  be,  the  utmolt 
Endeavours  having  been  uled  to  drive  it  a^ 
way,  as  I  have  already  obfcrved  ;  and  the 
prelent  Condition  of  the  Nation  puts  the 
Queftion  quite  out  of  Difpute.  As  to  the 
Trade  of  Holland^  it  has  been  declining  a- 
pace  ever  fince  the  Peace  of  Utrecht y  and  was 
reduced  to  a  very  low  Ebb,  till  our  Rupture 
with  Spain  gave  them  an  Opportunity  to  . 
mend  the  Matter  a  little.  The  Ballance  of 
Trade  mufl  then,  of  courfe,  be  in  the  hands 
oi  iht  French^  whofe  Minifler,  you  fee,  has 
it  fo  much  at  Heart,  and  intends  to  carry  on 
fuch  mighty  Dcfigns  with  its  Alfiftance.  A 
fmuggling  Trade,  indeed,  we  have  in  Eng- 
landy  of  the  moll:  pernicious  and  tatal  Con- 
fequence  to  us ;  and  I  defy  any  Man  living 
to  flicw  we  have  much  elfj  left. 

Mr.  Muwi,  whom  I  have  already  quoted, 
is  of  Opinion  that  the  Profit  made  by  the 
frcnch  on  the  Commodities  which  we  take 
from  them  meerly  to  gratify  our  Luxury  and 
Vanity,  would  ovcr-ballance  what  they  give 
of  the   fame  Commodities  for  oiu:  IVooly 

F  con- 
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confequently,  adds  he,  they  gtithis  vahmMe 
Jewel  for  nothing  at  all,  while  we,  for 
Things  which  are  chiefly  pifTed  out  againft 
the  Wall,  fill  their  Country  with  Gold  that 
will  never  find  the  way  back  again  till  we 
keep  our  Wool  at  home. 

To  conclude  this  Head,  the  very  Title- 
Page  of  the  Book  which  the  Author  of  the 
Inqiiiryhd.^  quoted  and  recommended,  con- 
tradids  all  that  he  has  advanced  in  regard  to 
the  Commerce  of  France^  and  is  alone  fuf- 
ficient  to  difcover  his  knavifh  Defign.  That 
Title- Page  anfwerstothe  Work,  andflands 
thus  in  the  Englijh  Edition :  Political  Re- 
jieSiions  upon  the  Finances  and  Cojn7nercc  of 
France  j  (hewing  the Caufes  which  formerly 
obftruded  the  Advancement  of  her  Tirade ; 
on  how  much  l>etter  Footing  itjiands  now 
than  it  did  under  Louis  XIV.  with  feveral 
Expedients  for  raifmg  it  /till  to  a  greater 
Height. 

It  was  Wool  that  chiefly  brought  to  Louis 
XIV.  fuch  vail:  Treafures  as  made  him,  within 
nineteen  Years  after  the  Eftablifhment  of 
thefe  Manufactures  for  his  own  Account, ven- 
ture to  infult  and  defy  all  Europe :  It  is  thefe 
Manufactures  that,  in  much  the  fame  fpace 
of  Time,  have  raifed  France  from  a  moft 
wretched  Condition  to  a  greater  Height  of 
Power  than  ever,  and  enabled  her  to  give 
Bribes  and  dictate  to  almoft  every  Prince  and 
State  in  Europe  \  while  Britainy  by  theLofs 

of 
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of  thefe  Manufa<5lures,  is  reduced  to  a  more 
deplorable  and  dangerous  Situation  than  ever 
fhe  was  in  before,  as  I  fhall  plainly  (hew 
when  I  come  to  touch  upon  the  Naval  Force 
of  France, 

Having,  as  I  hope,  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrated  that  the  Revenues  of  Louis  XV.  are 
greater  than  thofeofany  of  his  Predeceflbrs, 
and  that  the  Trade  of  France  is  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  ever  it  was,  it  naturally  follows 
that  the  Credit  of  the  Miniliry,  if  they  want 
to  borrow  Money,  muft  be  increafed  in 
proportion.  ThdxMinijlry  (as  the  Inquirer 
himfelf  obferves)  have,  of  late  Years,  bor- 
rowed large  Sums  of  the  Hollanders^  who 
were  drawn  into  the  Scrape  on  account  of  the 
high  Intereft,  or  Proiit  offered  them,  which 
the  French  Court  was  very  fenfible  (lie  could 
afford  to  pay  out  of  the  Trade  tor  the  carry- 
ing on  of  which  thofeSums  were  borrowed; 
but  they  were  not  fenlible  of  the  Bait  that 
was  laid  for  them.  This  Condud:  of  the 
French  Court  ferved  three  very  material  Pur- 
pofes :  I.  Itenabled  her  to  incrcafe  and  carry 
on  the  Woollen  Manufacfluries  with  more 
Vigour:  2.  It  kept  the  Nation  that  lent  the 
Money  more  dependent  on  ner:  And,  3.  It 
gave  her  Neighbours  a  mean  Opinion  ot  her 
Strength  and  her  Riches.  Now,  it  is  mere 
than  an  even  Wager  that  the  Lenders  will 
never  get  any  thing  but  the  Intercff  of  their 
Monev,  but,  in  cafe  of  a  War,  will  be  in  a 
F  2  very 
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very  fair  way  of  lofing  both  Principal  and 
Interefl  ;  which  is  another  Method  the 
French  Miniflers  have  found  out  to  enrich 
their  Country  at  theExpence  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, belides  fpiriting  them  up  to  deftroy 
one  another  in  order  to  enhance  the  Power 
of  their  own  Monarch.  I  wifh  fome  of  our 
own  Countrymen  have  not  been  drawn  into 
this  Scrape  too ;  for  Mr.  Mimn  fays  that 
when  he  was  in  F?^ancey  which  was  about 
feven  or  eight  Years  ago,  our  'Englijh  Mer- 
chants ufed  to  fend  Ships  to  take  off  Woollen 
Goods  manufadured  in  that  Kingdom,  and 
carry  them  to  foreign  Markets,  where  they 
were  fold  as  Evglifi  Manufadures,  tliey  be- 
iiig  mr.rked  exad:ly  like  ours :  And  when  I 
refieft  on  the  CoJdnefs  o{fome  People  in  regard 
to  the  putting  a  Stop  to  the  Exportation  of 
our  Wool,  and  the  Oppoftion  formed  by  o- 
thers  to  every  thing  that  might  conduce 
thereto,  I  am  the  more  convinced  that  there 
is  but  too  much  Truth  in  Mr.  MiimH  Ac- 
count. 

As  to  \\\t  Marine  of  France ^  the  Author 
of  the  Inquiry  isftili  the  fame  felf-conliflent 
Gentleman  in  this  Article  j  but  after  what 
he  has  advanced  in  other  refpe<fts,  1  believe 
no  body  will  give  any  Credit  to  his  aflerting 
that  it  is  in  a  very  bad  Condition.  As  the 
French  have  had  fo  great  a  Share  in  the  fo- 
reign Trade  and  Fifheries  of  Great  Britain, 
I  can't  conceive  how  any  Man  dare  alTert 

that 
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that  they  want  Sailors,  unlefs  he  can  prove 
th^t  their  being  in  PoffefTion  of  the  chief 
Nurferies  of  them  is  the  Means  of  their  be- 
ing deprived  of  them.  That  they  were  not 
tvithout  a  great  number  of  thofe  ufeful  and 
valuable  People  (to  ufe  the  Expreflion  of 
M.  du  Tot)  even  fo  long  fince  as  the  Year 
1^13,  when  the  Nation  was  in  amoft  mife- 
fable  Condition,  appears  by  the  Political 
RefeBio?7Sj  where  the  Author  tells  us,  that 
upon  a  Review  made  of  them  by  Comifla- 
ries  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  they  a- 
mounted  to  no  lefs  than  925450.  Every 
Body  muft  needs  be  fenfible  that,  for  the 
Reaibns  given  above,  their  numbers  have 
confiderably  increafed  fince  that  time  j  and. 
accordingly,  Mr.  du  Tot  propcfed  io  lately 
a£  the  Publication  of  his  Book,  that  France 
fliould  keep  no  lefs  than  100,000  Sailors 
"conflantly  in  pay.  His  Words  are  as  follow : 
*  France  may   have  100,000  Sea-faring 

*  People,  the  Soldiers  of  the  Navy  not  in- 
<'  eluded.     'Tis  her  Intereft  to  maintain  and 

*  employ  thefe  Seamen  -,  they  are  ufeful  and 

*  valuable  Subje(fls  to  their  Country.'  And 
after  calculating  how  much  it  would  cofl  to 
iViaintain  fuch  a  number  of  Sailors,  he  goes 
on  thus  ;  *  The  Land-Forccs  cofl  much 
'  more  than  this  powerful  Navy,  and  they 
V  are  neither  capable  of  bringing  us  fo  much 
'  Honour,  or  Profit  j  they  can  neither  caufe 

*  the  French  Flag  to  be  refpeded  nor  feared 
"•  *  fy 
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'  fo  far  J  they  are  no  fort  of  Protedion  to 

*  cur  foreign  Trade,   which  is    the    only 

*  Means  ot  aggrandizing  and  enriching  the 

*  State.     All  the  Forces   we  can   have  by 

*  Land,  will  never  free  us  from  Subjection 

*  to  Maritime  Powers    nor  put  us  in  a  Ccn- 

*  dition  to  humble  the  Pride  of  thofe  haughty 

*  IJlanders,  who  believe  and  call  themfelves 

*  Kings  of  the  Sea.     This  we  are  only  to 

*  look  for  from  a  powerful  Navy,  able  to 
'  difpute  that  Empire  with  them,  and  ob- 
'  lige  them  to  pay  the  firfl:  Honour  to  the 

*  French  Flag,  an  Honour  which  is  due  to 

*  it  by  a  Just  Claim.* 

Now,  Sir,  if  the  Inquii'er  is  right  in  allert- 
ing  that  the  Cardinal  de  Fleury  approved  M. 
du  Tot\  Book  and  gave  him  leave  to  print  it, 
I  think  our  C — rt  had  (ufficient  Caufe  to^de- 
mand  Satisfadion  for  the  grofs  Infult  of- 
fered to  Great  Britain  in  that  Book :  If  they 
ever  did  infifl  upon  fuch  Satisfidiion,  I  fup- 
pofe  we  fhould  have  heard  of  it.  The 
French  Court  may  as  well  call  inqueftion  our 
Sovereig?is  Title  to  the  Crown  of  G?rat  Bri- 
tain, as  the  Nation's  Right  to  the  Sove- 
reignty of  the  Britifi  Seas,  which  this  Au- 
thor goes  on  to  difpute  and  endeavours  to 
difprove.  In  fome  Reigits  a  lefs  Provocation 
than  this  would  have  caufed  a  Declaration  of 
War  again  ft  France, 

According  to  the  Inquirer,  the  French 
have  at  prefent  but  28  Ships  of  the  Lifie,  old 

and 
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and  new,  one  Ninety  Gun  Ship,  half  built, 
with  about  twelve  Eajl  India  Sliips,  belong- 
ingto  the  Company^  converted  or  convertible 
into  Men  of  War:  In  all  forty  Ships  and  a 
half,     I  prefume  this  half  Ship  is  lugg'd  in- 
to the  Account  to  {hew  our  Author's  Exaft- 
nefs.     If  we  can  believe  other  People,  they 
have  had  more  than  that  Number  in  Com- 
mifllon  at  a  time,  within  thefe  two  Years; 
aiid  my  Memory  fails  me  very  much,    if  the 
Squadrons  which  they  fent  to  the  Weji  hi- 
dieSj  under  the  Command   of  the  Marquis 
d'Antiriy  and  another  Admiral  and  Commo- 
dore, did  not  make  forty  Sail.     Let  that 
be  as  it  will,   it  is   evident  that   they  have 
Ships  enough  to  keep  all  our  Fleets  unadive, 
untefs  it  be   that  under  the  Command  of 
Admiral  Vernon ;  and  of  this  they  were  fo 
well  affured,  that  I  am  told  the  following 
pretty  Device  was  placed  in  the  Stern  of  the 
Marquis   d'A?iti?i?>   Ship,  viz,  an  Englifh 
Man  of  War  finely  Jet  off\  and  inider  full 
fail,  but  inclofed  with  a  Circle  of  Fleurs-de- 
Lys,  lijith  this  Motto ^  Neplus  Ultra. 
However,  if  the  Reinforcement  from  Eng- 
land had  arrived  time  enough  in  the  Well- 
Indies y  the  brave  Vernon  would  have  con- 
vinced the  Marquis  of  his  Error,  and  fpoiled 
xht  pretty  Game  between  his  Eminency  and 
his  Honour ;  for  I  am  informed  by  an  Offi- 
cer, who   then  lervtd  in   our  Fleet    in  the 
Weft-IndieSy  that  this  gallant  Admiral  went 
in  queft  of  dWlntin^  but  got  Intelligence  at 

the 
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the  French  Ifland,  where  he  called  to  look 
for  him,  that  he  had  failed  for  Europe  fome 
Days  before,  with  between  four  and  five 
Millions, Sterling,  on  boards  rjotwithftand- 
iiig  which,  it  w^s  if^dqflriouily  trumpeted 
about  here,  that  the  Frenclji  Fket  returned 
in  a  miferable  Condition,  and  without  any; 
Money,  becaufe,  forfooth,;  the  Spafiiards 
would  by  no  means  truft  them  with  their 
Treafure,  notwithflanding  the  pofitive  Or* 
ders  of  his  Catholick  M^jeflj,  to  let  thern. 
have  it.  —  I  could  wifli  this'  De'uiee  and 
Motto  did  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  fome 
other  Admirals  and  Sea  Commapders. 

As  our  Author's  Afl'^rtions,  in  regard  to 
the  prefent  Condition  of  the  French  Navy^ 
deferve  no  Credit,  I  fhall  give  what  Infqr»? 
mation  I  have  received  in  this  Particular 
from  very  good  Hands,  which  is  as  follows-. 
A  Lift  of  the  French  Navy,  in  the  Tear  17 '5  5* 
Number  of  Ships  Number  of  GunSj 

I  of,  \      .      90 

9  74  .  ■ 

.  4  72,      ' 

4  64       I 

7  ; :                   62 

8.    ..:  :      :      50 

;  ,  8  from  40  to  46 

-  ;■  10  from  16  to  20 

15  Bomb  Ketches,  ^c. 

3  Barks. 


(41) 

I  am  likewlfe  credibly  informed,  that  in 
the  Year  1738.  the  French  built  no  lefsthan 
nineteen  Ships  of  War,  and  have  been  build- 
ing, and  buying  more  ever  lince,  particu- 
larly in  S'lvcdcn  and  Holland:  That  they 
likevvife  buy  up  our  fine  large  Merchantmen 
in  the  River  I'haiiies,  which  they  get  at  a 
fmall  Price,  as  there  is  little  or  no  Employ- 
ment for  them,  and  have  the  Impudence 
to  carry  them  off  under  the  French  Flag ; 
the  ill  Conlequence  of  which  wc  may  feel 
to  our  irreparable  Lofs  and  Damage,  when 
their  pacifick  Schemes  are  at  an  End  with 
refped:  to  this  Nation,  moft  of  theie  Mer- 
chantmen being  capable  of  mounting  from 
twenty  to  thirty  Guns. 

I  amalfo  informed,  from  good  Autliority, 
that  the  French  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean 
is  at  this  prcfent  time  in  excellent  Order, 
and  doubled  tnajid-,  and  that  ours  is  but  in 
a  very  indifferent  Condition,  and  very  little 
better  than  half  mand\  and  how  cm  it  pol- 
fibly  be  otherwife?  They  have  not  on- 
ly got  our  Nurferies  for  Seamen,  but  they 
alfo  give  good  Encouragement  to  draw  them 
into  their  Service,  and  take  great  Care  of 
them  afterwards.  Whereas,  we  have  not 
only  loft  thofe  Nurferies,  but  feem  to  have 
been  more  than  ordinary  induflrious  in 
driving  them  away  by  other  Methods,  left 
their  natural  Aifcdion  to  their  Mother 
Country  fliould  make  them  flay  at  liomc, 
G  even 
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even  tho'  there  fliould  be  no  Employment 
in  it  for  them.  With  this  laudable  View, 
I  fuppofe,  they  have  been  perpetually  har- 
raffed  v^'ith  Capias sih^k  twenty  Years  pail; 
or  preffed  out  of  Ships  on  their  Return  from 
their  Voyages,  without  giving  them  Time 
to  receive  their  Wages,  and  make  the  beft 
of  their  little  Ventures;  and  then,  after 
three  or  four  Months  Service  on  board  our 
pacifick  Fleets  at  Spithead,  turned  adrift  to 
feek  their  Bread.  By  fiich  Prad:ices  for  fo 
many  Years  together,  vaft  Numbers  of  them 
have  been  driven  into  foreign  Service,  not 
only  to  the  Ea/i  Indies  (from  whence  they 
are  refolved  never  more  to  return  to  a  Coun- 
try where  they  have  been  fo  barbaroufly 
uled)  but  alfo  into  the  Dutch,  and  even  in- 
to the  French  Service  :  And  great  Numbers 
of  others  have  fince  been  poiloned  with  the 
Sm— 11  B — r  and  bad  V — di — Is  provided 
for  them.  Need  we  then  wonder  that  our 
Sailors  are  become  fo  fcarce  that  we  cannot 
man  our  Fleets,  and  that  thofe  ufeful  and 
valuable  Subjc(£ls  had  rather  die  than  go  on 
board  our  Ships  of  War,  tho'  formerly  our 
Service  was  prefered  before  that  of  any  other 
Nation  ? 

The  exad  Number  of  Ships  of  War  that 
the  French  have  at  this  pre  lent  Time,  is 
what  I  am  not  able  to  give.  But  fiippofing 
they  had  none  at  all,  I  would  obferve  with 
the  Author  of  Britannia  Languens^  who 

writ 
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Writ  in  King  Charles  the  Second's  Time, 
that  Louis  the  XlVth,  in  a  few  Years  in- 
creafed  his  Fleet  from  a  fmall  Number  to 
200  Ships,  all  mounted  with  Brafs  Guns, 
and  provided  with  every  thing  elfe  in  pro- 
portion. Such  a  Navy  as  this,  the  Author 
of  tlie  Political  Refle5iio?is^  fays,  France  mufl 
now  have,  and  fhews  that  it  mav  be  raifed 
and  maintained,  without  laying  on  any 
more  Taxes,  tho'  the  Author  of  the  Inquiry 
pretends  that  her  Revenue  is  fo  fmall. 

M.  Du  I'ot  argues  fo  ftrong  and  fo  clofe 
on  this  Subject,  and  confirms  io  well  what 
I  have  been  faying,  that  I  mufl  give  yoa 
his  own  Words.  *  Navigation,  fays  he, 
which  is  the  Soul  of  Commerce,  procures 
always  a  vafl  Profit  to  the  State.  The 
building  of  Ships,  their  Vidlualing  and 
Stores  (confiderable  Articles  of  Expence) 
being  laid  out  within  the  State,  furnifli 
many  Inhabitants  with  the  Means  of  liv- 
ing and  enriching  themfelves.  It  employs 
all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Sea  Coafts,  who 
can  hardly  be  ufeful  any  other  way,  and, 
for  want  of  this  Navigation,  are  in  a  man- 
ner neceffitated  to  ferve  in  foreign  Coun- 
tries: This  is  what  happened  whenever 
we  gave  over  Sea  Trade.  By  lofirig  them 
weliiftain  a  double  Lofsi  our  Coalts  be- 
come defolate,  our  Navigation  languiilies, 
and  tliat  of  our  Neidibours  increafes  at 
our  Expence.  Piohibliions  againfl  Sai- 
0  2  *  lors 
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'  lors  going  out  of  the  Kingdom  are  ufelefs: 

*  They  are  born  only  for  lailing,  the  Sea  is 

*  their  Element;  if  we  don't  employ  them 

*  that  way  ourfelves,  no  Prohibitions  will 
«  prevent  their  going  elfswhere  to  feek  for 

*  Employment.     The  Ancients  knew  that 

*  their  Power  and  Pviches  abfolutely  de- 
'  pended  upon  maritime  Forces.  They 
'  were  no  lefs  perfuaded  than  Themiftodei 
'  had  been,   and  then  Pompey   was  after- 

*  wards,  of  the  Truth  of  this  great  Maxim, 

*  He  who  is  Master  of  the  Sea,  is 
'  Master  of  all. It  isNavigation 

*  and  Commerce  that  render  Great  Britain 

*  fo  rich  and  fo  powerful,  and  have  enabled 

*  that  liland,  of  a  long  time,  to  counter- 
'  balance  all  the  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  yet 

*  that  Country  is  not  equal  in  Extent  to  the 
'  Half  of  France^ 

Every  Body  knows  how  the  Naval  Power 
of  the  Frefich  came  to  be  broke  by  the  De- 
flrudtion  of  their  Fleet  at  la  Hogiie^  tho* 
they  expected  other  Things,  and  that  the 
E,nglijh  Fleet  would  have  been  delivered  up 
to  them,  according  to  their  Agreement  with 
the  Admiral  who  commanded  it.  But  as 
this  Age  is  become  more  venal,  and  it  is  fo 
fafliionableto  fell  ourfelves  and  cur  Coun- 
try, I  hope  all  our  Men  of  War  are  in  good 
Hands  at  prefent,  and  fuch  as  will  notlillen 
to  any  vile  Propofals  of  this  Nature,  fhould 
thty  ever  be  made  to  them. 

A 
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A  Harbour  in  the  Channel,  M.  Du  Tof 
fays,  the  French  muft  have,  in  which  to  re- 
ceive their  Ships  of  War.  *  At  all  Times, 
'  continues  he,  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  have 

*  endeavoured  to  get  us  to  demolifh   any 

*  confiderable  Sea  Ports  we  have  had  in  the 

*  Channel :  Thefe  Ports   give  Umbrage  to 

*  them,    and  extremely  incommode  their 

*  Commerce.     But  their  continual  Oppofi- 

*  tion  is  an  invincible  Proof  that  it  would 

*  be  beneficial  to  our  Commerce  and  Navi- 

*  gation,  to  have  at  leafl  one  fecure  Retreat 
<  for  our  Ships,  towards  the  middle  of  that 

*  Streight.'  Accordingly  they  have  been 

for  thefe  two  or  three  Years  paft  hard  at 
Work,  in  making  one  at  la  Hogue,  as  M . 
Du  Totj  propofed,  and  another  at  Graven 
lines-,  but  whether  they  find  the  latter  im- 
practicable or  not,  is  more  than  lean  be  po- 
fitive  in :  Perhaps  they  have  found  it  im- 
pradicable,  and  therefore  have  fince  refolved, 
at  all  Events,  to  deepen  the  Harbour  of 
Dtmkirk  ftill  more,  and  take  fome  necejjary 
Steps  towards  raifing  again  the  Fortifications 
of  that  Town.  I  was  an  Eye  witnefs  of  the 
Condition  of  that  Harbour  five  Years  ago, 
and  faw  Ships  in  it  capable  of  mounting 
twenty  Guns. 

By  what  has  been  faid  on  this  Head,  I 
believe  it  is  fomething  more  than  probable, 
that  the  French  have  at  prcfent  a  greater 
Number  of  Sailors  than  Great  Britai?iy  as 

they 
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they  have  had  for  fo  long  a  Time  the  Means 
and  Opportunities  of  increafing  them,  and 
as  we  have  not  only  been  gradually  lofing 
thofe  Means,  but  have  likewife  made  ufe  of 
all  the  unfair  Methods,  and  indired:  Means, 
that  could  poffibly  be  invented,  to  difcou* 
rage  our  Seamen,  and  drive  thern  from  their 
native  Country. 

It  likewife  appears,  by  the  Fleets  which 
Trance  has  had  at  Sea,  at  one  and  the  fame 
Time,  under  different  Admirals  and  Como«* 
dores,  that  her  Number  of  Ships  is  not  io 
inconfiderable  as  the  hiquirer  makes  it.    If 
ilie  has  not  at  prefent  fo  great  a  Fleet  as  M. 
Dti  Tot  propofes,  yet  £he  may  build  or  buy 
as  many  Ships  as  flie  pleafes,  if  fhe  has  Mo- 
ney; the  Difficulty  not  being,  how  to  get 
Ships,  but  how  to  man  them ;  and  this  Dif^ 
iiculty  fhe  has  got  over,  as  fhe  has  likewife 
another,  /.  e.  that  of  being  in  PoiTcffion  of 
a  Harbour  in  the  Channel  for  their  Ships  of 
War,  which  M.  Liu  Tot  io  earneftly  recom- 
mends, and  which  is  a  mofl  flagrant  Proof 
of  the  Power  of  J'^r^;z<:^,  and  the  Weaknefs 
of  Britain^  who  has  fb  long  given  up  her 
Manufactures  and  her  Commerce,  that  it) 
leems  fhe  durfl  not  at  that   Time  traverfe 
any  Schemes  of  the  French  Court.  —  But 
before  I  difmifs  thisSubjed,  1  muft  mention 
a  Circumftance  which  fhev/s  that  the  French 
Court  has  not  negleded  her  Navy  fo  much 
as  fome  People  would  fain  make  us  be- 
lieve. 


(  47  ) 

lieve.  —  It  is  notorious  tliL^t  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Snips  of  War  have  been  built  in  pri- 
vate Yards  in  the  River  T'hafues  within 
riiefe  tv/enty-five  Years,  it  being  known  by 
the  manner  of  building  what  Ships  are  de- 
signed for  that  Ufe ;  but  to  the  End  that 
they  may  be  carried  away  as  Merchantmen^ 
k  is  cuftomary  to  plank  over  their  Port- 
Holes,  which  are  eafily  cut  open  when  they 
arrive  at  the  Ports  they  are  defigned  for.  I 
don't  fay  that  all  the  Ships  built  in  this  man- 
ner were  fent  to  France \  for  a  good  Num- 
ber of  them  went  to  another  Nation  not  lone 
after  the  Deflrudtion  of  the  SpaniJJj  Fleet 
in  the  Mediterranean^  notwithflanding  fo. 
large  a  Dedudtion  was  to  have  been  made 
for  that  Fleet  by  the  famous  Cowccntion, 
The  Spaniards  had  in  17  ;  ^^  as  good  a  Fleet 
as  France^  tho*  at  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace  o^  Utrecht,  they  had  v.oljix  Ships  of. 
the, Line  in  all  their  Dominions. 

Now.  Sir,  I  will  grant  for  Argument  fake 
that  the  Navy  of  France  h  not  really  more 
powerful  than  the  Author  of  the  Liqiiiry  af- 
ferts  it  to  be  j  notwithftanding  which,  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  prove,  that  with  fo  fmall 
a  Navy  (he  is  now  as  formidable  to  the  Ma- 
ritime  Powers  ^s  Lcu/s  XIV.  was  with  his 
two  hundredM.cn  of  War. 

According  to  our  Author,     *  This  great 

*  Redudiion  in   the  Navy  (of  France)  is  by 

*  no  means  the  Eticd  of  Frugality ;  hut  at 

♦  once 
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'  once  a  Proof  and  a  neceflary  Confequence 
'  of  the  declining  State  of  the  Kingdom/ — . 
But,  with  his  Leave,  I  muft  fay  that  it  proves 
nothing  elfe  but  the  Cardinal's  refined  Po- 
licy. 

Louis '^YV.  in  order  to  free  himfelffrom 
Subjed:ion  to  Maritime  Powers,  purfuant  to 
the  Advice  contained  in  Cardinal  Richelieiis 
poHtical  Teftament,  built  that  formidable 
Navy,  v^hich  for  fome  time  lorded  it  in  our 
Channel  and  was  a  Match  for  the  Englifi 
and  Dutch  by  Sea  5  but  after  the  fatal  Blow 
he  received  at  la  Hogue,  the  Obftrud:ion 
which  the  Trade  of  his  Subjects  met  with 
during  the  reft  of  the  War,  was  the  main 
Caufe  why  he  did  not  apply  himfelf  vigo- 
roufly  to  repair  that  Lofs  ;  for  had  he  raifed 
his  Navy  again  to  the  Condition  it  was  in 
before,  it  is  evident  that  he  muft  have 
wanted  Sailors  to  man  it :  The  fame  Reafon 
held  good  in  Queen  Amies  Time  j  fo  that, 
he  kept  up  no  greater  Fleet  than  his  Cir- 
cumftances  and  the  Trade  of  his  Country 
would  admit  of.  Now,  Sir,  you  will  per^ 
haps  fay,  that  if  the  Commerce  of  France- 
has  rifen  to  a  greater  height  than  it  was  in; 
the  Reign  of  Z/W^/jXIV.  it  feems  to  be  an 
unpardonable  Error  in  the  French  Court  not. 
to  have  made  her  Fleet  keep  pace  with  it. 
Not  at  all :  It  would  have  been  ill  Policy  in 
the  French  Miniftry  to  have  done  io,  which 
I  make  out  thus : 

Things 
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Things  are  much  altered  for  the  worfc 
fince  the  Peace  of  Utrecht:  The  Reafbns 
that  induced  the  late  French  King  to  keep  up 
io  great  a  naval  Force,  no  longer  fubfift  in 
their  full  Vigour :  K foreign  Interefl  has  been 
grafted  on  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  Car- 
liina/ being  fenfible  of  this,  thought  it  much 
more  prudent  to  apply  himfelf  only  to  the 
encreafing  the  foreign  Trade  of  his  Country, 
in  which  he  has  had  wonderful  Succefs,  and 
all  the  while  the  People  of  Great  Britain 
and  Holland  formed  a  Judgment  of  the 
Power  of  France  by  the  Condition  of  her 
Navy.  No  doubt  but  his  Eminency  induf- 
trioufly  propagated  a  Notion,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  France  was  in  a  very  poor  Con- 
dition, and  could  not  afford  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  powerful  Fleet. 

I  won't  pretend  to  lay  down  exadlly  the 
Cardifjals  Plan  in  this  Affairj  but  had  I  been 
in  his  Pofl:  I  fliould  have  been  apt  to  purfue 
fome  fuch  Meafuresas  follow: 

In  the  firft  place,  I  would  have  thoroughly 
founded  the  Genius,  Temper,  and  Inclina- 
tion of  the  Britifi  M r,  and  \s  hen  once 

I  had  got  the  Length  of  his  foot,  I  would 
liavc  infilled  upon  his  fleering  from  thence- 
forth by  the  following  Plan  : 

To  keep  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain  in 

good  Order,  while  I  negledtcd  that  oi France , 

to  the  end    that  the   Englijh  might  tiiink 

thcmfclves  fecure  while  their  'Trade  '■^un  go^ 

H  ing 
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ing  to  riihi^  and  that  of  the  French  was  in- 
creafing  at  their  Expence. 

To  embark  frequently  in  tedious  Nego- 
tiations, andatlaft  bring  them  to  a  Conclu- 
ficn  by  fitting  out  a  Fleet,  in  order  to  give 
weight  to  his  Arguments,  as  well  as  to  drain 
the  publick  Treafure  and  convince  his  Coun- 
trymen of  the  vaft  Advantages  which  accrued 
to  ihem  by  keeping  up  a  great  Naval  Force 
and  employing  it  properly. 

To  ufe  all  poffible  Means  to  difcourage 
the  BritiJ})  Sailors,  by  often  preffing  them 
into  the  Service  and  fending  them  onjleeve- 
lejs Errands^  to  the  end  that  there  might  not 
be  enough  left  at  laft  toman  their /-jx'o  /62^;2- 
^rf^infiivnificant  floating  Caflles. 

To  interrupt  "^irade  frequently  by  'Em^ 
bargoes^  for  fecret  Expeditions  which  fhould 
ever  remain  ^Secret  between  him  and  me. 

To  take  fpecial  Care  to  promote  the  Ex- 
portation ofBnVifi  and  Irijjj  Wool  to  France^ 
and  flrenuoufly  oppofe,  by  all  the  Methods 
he  could  invent,  any  Projed:s  for  putting  a 
flop  to  that  Pradiice,  under  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing that  affiftance  which  I  would  give  him 
to  the  utmoil:  of  my  Power  upon  occafion. 

Nov/,  Sir,  if  the  Cardinal  could  get  a  Bri- 

tijl?  M r  to  do  all  this,  where  is  the  Ne- 

ceffity  for  Frances  keeping  up  any  greater 

Naval  Force,  than  what  is  requifite  to  keep 

in  awe  the  pyratical States  of  Barbary^  who 

"  would  not  fail  to  difturb  her  Commerce  in 

the 
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t\\(i  Mediterranean  and  Levant  if  they  found 
that  (lie  had  no  Ships  of  War  to  protcd:  it 
and  chaftize  them  ? 

Louis  XIV.  gave  umbrage  to  all  .Europe 
by  his  mighty  Fleet:  ^\ii  Fleury^  by  his 
prudent  Management,  has  faved  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Expence  which  Louis  put  him- 
felf  to  in  order  to  render  France  formidable 
to  the  maritime  Powers^  and  iias  undoubt- 
edly applied  the Savings'in purchaiingFriends 
who  may  prove  more  ferviceablc  to  his  Coun- 
try than  200  Men  of  War. —  If  Britain 
fhould  attempt  to  deviate  from  the  Plan 
which  our  late  State  Pilot  ftcer'd  by,  the  Mar- 
quis J^M^/V/V/^c/j,  at  the  head  of  50  or  60,000 
Men,  may  do  us  as  much  Michicf  as  if  the 
French  Navy  was  riding  triumphant  in  the 
Britip  Chanel :  And  left  Fraiice  (liould  not 
be  able,  by  herown  proper  Strength,  to  ftrike 
a  Terror  into  H» — ,  and  thereby  make  Bri- 
tain  truckle  under,  the  Cardinal  has  made 
fure  of  a  Friend  in  the  Empire^  who,  I  am 
afraid,  will  not  fail  to  fecond  him  the  Mo- 
ment he  gives  the  Word  of  Command  to  fall 
on.  Thus,  our  naval  Power  may  be  baffled 
by  a  formidable  Land  Force  employed  in  a 
certain  PlacCj  which,  happy  for  Britain  in 
particular  ^nd  Europe  in  general,  had  it  been 
properly  difpofed  of  above  twenty  Years  ago! 
h\  then,  it  iliould  be  Great  Britain  s  deplo- 
rable Fate  to  be  tied  down  to  her  good  Be- 
haviour by  the  Cardinal,  on  account  ot  a 
H  2  foreign 
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JhreignConctvnj  miiftnot  Holland  of  comft 
be  brought  into  the  fame  wretched  Dilemma  f 
Muft  not  RiilJla,  then,  lock  to  her  own  Af- 
fairs only,  and  layafide  all  Thoughts  of  fup- 
poi  ting  the  Houfe  oiAujiria  ^  And,  by  a  ne- 
cefTary  Confequence,  muft  not  the  King  of 
Sardinia  begin  to  think  ferioufly  of  flriking 
the  beft  Bargain  he  can  with  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbo7ij  at  the  Expence  of  the  forfaken  and 
betrayed  Queen  of  Hungary  ?  And  would 
not  fo  melancholy  a  turn  of  Affairs  deftroy 
the  Balance  of  Europe  to  all  Intents  and 
Purpofes  ? 

\i  France  fhould  be  able,  notwithftanding 
the  defpicable Condition  of  hernaval  Power, 
to   bring  all  this  about,  I  would  afk  our 

Admirers  of  Br k  Schemes,  what  they 

think  would  become  of  Great  Britain  after- 
wards ?  Do  they  imagine  that,  after  fo  dif- 
mal  a  Turn  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  we 
fhould  be  able  toprotedl  our  Trade,  or  affert 
our  Claim  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Main, 
tho'  we  had  two  hundred  Men  of  War  left  to 
do  it  with?  Would  the  C — t  dare  to  take 
any  one  Step  towards  keeping  our  Wool 
from  the  French^  how  much  foever  the  Na- 
tion might  be  willing  to  venture  their  All 
upon  fo  valuable  an  Account  ?  fhould  we 
not  be  fo:  ced  to  keep  our  whole  Navy  con- 
flantly  in  Commiffion,  in  order  to  guard  a- 
gainfta  ^^/r^/-/^;^  from  France,  who  would 
not  fail  to  increafe  her  Fleet,  when  ihe  had 

fettled 
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fettled  every  thing  to  her  Hking  on  the  Con- 
linenty  and  had  no  more  Meafures  to  keep 
with  Great  Britai?i  ?  Could  wc  bear  fo  great 
an  Expence,  and  that  of  a  numerous  Land 
Army  at  the  fame  time,  'without  Tirade? 
Can  we  expeft  to  have  any  Trade  worth 
mentioning,  after  the  total  Lois  of  the 
Woollen  Manufadluries  Should  we  not, 
then,  be  foon  forced  to  break  up  our  Men 
of  War  to  make  ivooden  Shoes  with,  and 
tamely  fubrnit  to  French  T'yrafiny? 

This,  Sir,  is  a  Specimen  of  what  France 
might  be  able  to  bring  about  (fuppofing  fhe 
had  but  twenty -eight  Ships  of  the  Line,  as 
the  Author  of  the  hiqiiiry  afferts)  fliould  a 
narrow y  pitiful^  ungrateful V72iy  of  thinking 
prevail  at  C — t  in  this  dangerous  and  criti- 
cal Conjundiure;  and,  very  probably,  'ti% 
what  the  Gzr^/;/^/ depended  upon,  and  per- 
haps flill  depends  upon,  at  leaft  one  may 
judge  fo  by  his  negled:ing  to  make  the  Na- 
vy of  France  keep  pace  in  proportion  to  her 
Trade  :  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  rjigorous 
and  ge?2erous  Refolutions  on  the  Part  of 
Great  Britain  will  make  him  at  laft  the 
Dupe  of  his  own  Schemes. 

As  Wo  L  is  a  Topick  that  has  been  fo 
often  canvaffed,  that  the  Subje<5l  is  thought 
to  be  quite  exhaufted  ;  and  as  fo  much  is 
faid  about  it  in  this  Pamphlet,  where  I'o  lit- 
tle might  have  been  expeded,  fince  the  Au- 
thor under  Confideration  touched  fo  flightly 

upon 
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upoij  it,  it  feems  neceffary  that  I  fliould 
make  fome  Apology  for  having  been  fo  pro- 
lix on  this  Head.  —  All  Writers  upon  Trade 
that  deferve  any  Regard,  allow  that  this 
Produdt  of  our  Country  is  peculiar  to  us,  as 
to  its  ^ialit)\  iluantity  ^nA  Import  Mice  ;  and. 
as  no  Writer  ever  yet  fet  in  fo  full  a  Light 
the  Sources,  from  whence  Louis  the  XlVth 
drew  thefe  great  Treafures,  wliich  rendered 
him  fo  formidable  to  all  Europe^  nor  the 
Means  by  which  the  prefent  French  King 
has,  from  a  low  and  defpicable  Condition, 
been  raifed  by  the  Cardinal's  Adminiftration 
to  a  Degree  of  Power,  that  gives  but  toq 
much  room  to  fear  he  will  compafs  wha^ 
his  Predeceflbr  mifcarried  in,  I  thought  Jt 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  be  fo  particular  ii^ 
this  Article,  and  muil  now  beg  Leave  to  pro- 
ceed a  little  farther  with  it. 

It  has  been  aflerted  by  the  French  Emi^a^ 

rieSj  and  the  late  M ^r's  Tools  (who  have 

all  along  flrenuoully  laboured  to  .divert  the 
Attention  of  the  Nation  from  the  Woollep 
Manufafluries,  well  knowing  what  a  terri-. 
ble  Blow  we  fliould  give  to  France^  if  w« 
deprived  her  of  our  Wool)  that  the  French 
4o  not  want  our  Wool,  and  that  they  have 
enough  of  their  own  without  it. 

If  this  is  tme,  why  do  they  take  any  of 
our  Wool?  I  can't  fuppofe  they  would,  be 
complaifant  enough  to  do  fo,  if  they  cqald 
carry  on  their  Manufacfturies  without  lU-  — 

Others, 
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Others,  who  have  a  little  more  Modefty,' 
allow   that  Foreigners  get  great  Quantities 
of  Wool  from  Irelandy  but  7ione  from  JEw^- 
land.     But  in  this  they  are  contradidted,  not 
only  by  the  City  of  Lofidori^  Petition  to  the 
Parliament  laji  ^ejjions^  but  alfo   by   thofe 
fcnt  up  this  Sejjion^  as  well  as  the  lajiy  from 
dlmoft  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  all  which 
complain  of  the  Exportation  of  Wool  from 
E?igland',  The  late  Minifler  himfelf,  gave 
them  the  Lye  openly  in  the  Houfe  lafl  Sef^ 
fion,  when  he  faid,  that  there  was  as  much, 
if  not  more  Wool  exported  to  France  from 
the  Port  of  hondon^  than  from   all  the  reft: 
of  the  Kingdom  put  together:  The  fame  is 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Mu?i7i*  -^  and  by  the  Price 
of  Wool  being  advanc'd  one  third  of  its  Va- 
lue within  thefe  eighteen  Months,  which  can 
be  owing  to  nothing  elfe  but  the  Apprehen- 
iions  of  the  French^  that  we  are  going  to  put 
a  Stop  to  its  Exportation ;  it  is  alfo  confirm'd, 
even  by  the  Writings  of  a  Native,  and  an 
Inhabitant  of  i^y^«c^,  thecelebrated  Author 
of  a  Work,  intitled  Spe£lacle  de  la  Nature -y 
and  by  other  Teftimonies  which  may  be  pro- 
duced if  required.     And  it  is  likewife  evident, 
that  no  Nation  under  the  Sun,  befides  our 
own,  produces  Wool  enough  to  cloath  its 

own 

*  Tho'  Mr.  Mtinn  was  pritl  by  the  Grvcrnment  to  make 
•his  Inquiry  into  the  St&tc  ot"  the  Woolltn  Man«fiiduries  a- 
brond,  yet  hcwasfoibiJ  by  the  Miaiftry,  as  he  iiiid,  to  pub- 
\\i\\\\\%Ohfcrvat:ovs ;  but  Mr. /f'</^7- iuiving  got  a  Copy  of 
liis  Manufcript,  lie  wai  thtn  forced  to  publilli  it. 
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own  Inhabitants,  and  much  lefs  any,  capa- 
ble of  being  manufa<ftured  to  iiich  Perfedllon 
as  to  interfere  with  our  Manufactures  at  fo- 
reign Markets,  and  beat  us  out  of  this  Branch 
of  Trade,  in  that  we  formerly  ferved  all  Na- 
tions with  Woollens,  notwithflanding  the 
Dutch  and  French y  interfered  in  our  Markets, 
It  has  already  been  fo  plainly  proved,  that 
the  French^  by  mixing  their  Wool  with  ours, 
by  the  cheapnefs  of  their  Labour,  and  by  the 
Conveniency  they  have  of  fmuggling  their 
Woollen  Goods  into  the  Nations  round  a- 
bout  them,  will,  as  long  as  they  areallowed 
to  get  our  Wool,  underfel  us  fo  confidera- 
bly  as  to  engrofs  away  the  whole  Woollen 
Trade  from  us  at  laft,  that  it  is  needlefs  to 
fay  any  more  on  this  Head,  to  demonftrate 
theabfolute  NecefTity  of  debarring  them,  and 
all  other  Foreigners  too,  from  our  Wool : 
Neverthelefs,  I  mufl  beg  Leave  to  touch  up- 
on a  Point,  which  has,  indeed,  been  taken 
Notice  of  a  great  many  Years  ago,  but  which 
I  am  afraid  is  quite  forgot,  as  it  is  become 
unjajhionable  for  fnodern  Gentlemen  to  trouble 
their  Heads  about  Trade.  —  I  fay  then,  that 
the  French t  when  once  they  are  deprived  of 
BritiJJj  and  Irlfi  Wool,  will  not  even  be  a- 
ble  to  ferve  any  other  Nation  with  Spanifi 
Clothy  which  appears  from  what  the  judi- 
cious Author  of  Britajinia  La?2gue?t5  afferts : 
This  Gentleman  fays,  that  the  Venetiam 
were  the  only  Nation  that  ferved  I'urkey  for- 
merly 
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merly  with  Zpanifh  Cloths  ^  but  that  the  En^- 
li/h  and  Dutch,  by  mixing  o«r  Wool  (which 
is  confidcrably  cheaper  than  Spanijh  Wool) 
with  that  of  the  Growth  ol  Spain ^  not  only 
fupplied  T^iirkey  with  a  cheaper  Cloth,  but 
of  a  better  Quality  too,  and  by  this  Means 
drove  the  Venetians  out  of  this  Branch  of 
their  'Turkey  and  Levant  Trade.  The  fame 
Caufe  muft  naturally  have  the  fame  EfFccft, 
in  regard  to  France,  or  any  other  Nation. 

I  have  heard  it  afferted,  that  there  is 
Wool  in  fome  of  the  Illands  of  the  Archipe- 
lagOy  altogether  as  good  as  the  Wool  of  thele 
Kingdoms  -,  but  this  Account  not  only  dif- 
fers from  all  credible  Writers  on  this  Subjedt, 
but  likewife  appears  to  be  a  downright  Falf- 
hood  from  the  Circumftance  juft  mentioned : 
For  the  Venetians  could  not  but  be  f^^nfible 
by  what  Means  they  were  drove  outoftneir 
cloathing  Trade  to  'Turkey ;  nor  could  they 
be  ignorant  of  the  Quality  of  the  Grecian 
Wool,  as  thofe  Iflands  were  in  their  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  they  muft  needs  frequently 
touch  there  :  Confequently,  if  that  Wool 
was  fo  valuable,  they  would  not  have  failed 
to  buy  it  up,  in  order  to  preferve  that  bene- 
ficial Branch  of  Trade.  From  all  vvh'ch  I 
muy  conclude,  that  no  Wool  is  capable  of 
bejng  manufactured  to  Perfcftion,  but  that 

of  Great  Britain  and  Ii  eland,  A  late 

News  Paper,  indeed,  telis  us,  that  JVcoHen 

Manufaiiuries  are  carried  on  in  North  Ame- 

I  rica^ 
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rkay  which  I  allow  to  be  true ;  but  it  does 
not  follow  from  thence  that  none  of  our 
W'  ol  is  exported  thither  to  mix  with  theirs. 

Upon  the  whole  we  mufl  be  mofl  unac- 
countably infatuated,  if  fuch  mean  trifling 
Quibbles  can  prevail  upon  us  to  continue  to 
give  up  to  France^  the  very  Support  of  the 
State,  and  at  the  fame  time  rufh  headlong 
into  a  War  againfl  her ;  the  Confcquence  of 
which  Condud:  muft  be,  the  total  Deftruc- 
tion  oi Great  Britain:  But  if  we  keep  bur 
Wool  at  home,  we  (liall  wrefi  out  of  her 
Hands  the  mofl  dangerous  Weapon  file  has 
to  attack  us  with,  and,  in  all  human  Pro- 
bability, reduce  her  to  a  more  ChriJiianSfSiiQ 
in  Europe. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  intend,  by  any  thing 
I  have  advanced  in  this  Piece,  to  deter  the 
Nation  from  engaging  in  a  French  War: 
On  the  contrary,  the  greater  the  Danger,  the 
greater  the  Power  of  i^>^;.'<:^,  fo  much  greater 
is  the  Necefhty  for  Britain^  entering  the 
Lifts  immediately.  If  we  fliew  ourfelves 
in  earncft^  if  we  difcover  a  Kefolutioh  to 
exert  ourfelves  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
Defcendants  of  thofe  brave  Men^  who  were 
fojuilly  deemed  iht  Scourge  oi  GallickTy' 
ra)2ts,  there  is  no  room.to  doubt  but  that  wc 
fliall  find  Allies  enough  to  fecond  z^^and  the 
Houfe  o{  Aujlria ;  nor  can  the  Z)z^/^i>them- 
feives  refufe  to  come  in'to  the  Confederacy 
upon  "Si  fair fooiiugi  if  we  abfolutely  infift  up- 
on 
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on  It,  and  fhew  them  none  of  that  unfea- 
fonabic  Complaifance,  which  prevailed  up- 
on ns  to  carry  on  the  laft  War  A-la-mode  d* 
HoUande,  when  France  might  have  been  {o 
deeply  wounded  in  another  Part.  Let  usr 
firfl  of  all  take  Care  of  our  Woollen  ^rade^ 
(a  Step  without  which  no  Succels  is  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  War)  and  in  the  next  place  drive 
the  French  from  Newfoundland,  Let  us  like- 
wife  make  ufe  of  that  Policy  which  France 
will  not  fail  to  put  in  Pradlice  againfl  us  in 
cafe  of  a  Rupture  j  I  mean,  railing  Sedition? 
and  Commotions  in  Great  Britain  2ind  Ire- 
land-, in  which  I  am  morally  fure  fhe  will 
mifs  her  Aim,  if  Britons  find  that  nothing 
but  their  true  Intereft  is  purfued,  and  that  all 
the  deteflable  Schemes  of  the  late  Ad- 
m-n-flr-on  are  quite  laid  afide:  If  thofe 
Schemes  are  not  flill  purfued,  we  {hall  have 
the  Advantage  over  the  French  Court  in  re- 
gard to  the  fomenting  of  Divifions;  we  may 
follow  the  Example  juft  fet  us  by  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  with  refped  to  the  States  of 
Fi?da?idy  and  cut  out  Work  enough  for  Louis 
the  X  Vth,  within  the  Bowels  of  his  Kingdom, 
by  fpiriting  up  all  the  yanfenijis  and  Pro- 
teflantSy  and  great  Numbers  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholicks  too,  to  contend  for  a  Recovery  of 
the  natural  Rights  of  Mankind,  which  a  for- 
midable lta?idi}ig  ylrmy  has  fo  long  deprived 

them  of. Thus  our  Cafe  is  not  really  fo 

bad  iw  it  appears  aty^r//  i^igbty  provided  that 
*  \vc 
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we  go  the  right  way  to  work  with  France : 
But  if  we  pretend  to  plunge  into  a  French 
War,  without  ^n  Alteration  oi  Meafures  -aX. 
homey  and  a  Plan  of  Operations  abroad,  diffe- 
rent from  that  which  was  purfued  in  K.  W. 
and  Q:^^^.  Reign,  J5^^^^r)' and  Slavery  muft 
be  our  Portion,  nomatter  whether  our  Chains 
are  forged  at  H —  or  Verfailles. 

Craving  Indulgence  for  any  Inaccuracies  I 
may  have  been  guilty  of  through  the  hafte  I 
was  in  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the  Poifon  con- 
tained in  the  Inquiry,  and  fubmitting  the 
whole  to  your  ferious  and  patriotal  Perufal, 
I  remain  with  profound  Refpe<5t, 
Sir, 

your  moji  humble  and  moji  obedient  Servant, 

May  20,  1 742. 


POSTSCRIPT, 

NO  fooner  had  I  fate  down  to  this  Piece  but  I  found,  by 
an  Advertifement  ia  the  News- Papers,  that  a  i'am- 
phlet  would  ipeedily  be  publifhed,  intitled,  j  Letter  to  the 
Author  of  an  ^^<iviv^'^  into  ^^«  Revenue,  Credit,  and 
Commerce  ij/"  France  ;  nvherein  the  furmer  and  pre/ent 
State  of  the  poix-er  and  CoKmnce  rf  that  Kingdom  a, e  fully 
tonftderedy  and  deduced  fro?n  Authentick  Accounts :  By  a 
Member  e/"  Parliament.  From  this  Title  I  imme- 
diately concluded  that  my  Work  would  be  uielefs,  or  that  I 
ought  at  leall  to  flop  till  the  Pubi'c.ition  of  that  Piece: 
But  on  fecond  Thoughts  I  began  to  fr.fpe;i  thnt  the  Defign  of 
it  might  be  to  impofe  upon  the  Publick  under  colour  of  con- 
futing the  Author  of  the  Inquiry,  or,  that  if  his  Def;gn  v.  as 
the  fame  as  mine,  I  might  neverthelefs  touch  upon  leveral 
Tilings  wiiich  he  liad  overlo(jked  ;  wheicfore  I  refblved  not 
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t©  ftop  a  moment,  and  now  find  that  I  have  no  caufe  to  re- 
pent that  Reiolution. 

I  take  it  to  be  more  than  an  even  Wager  that  the  Inquiry 
and  the  /Infiver  to  it  are  writ  by  the  fame  Hand.  The  Drift 
of  the  former  is  to  perfuade  us  that  v,e  have  no  Reafon  to  be 
afraid  of  the  Power  of  France,  herpre/cnt  Condition  being  fuch 
(to  ufe  hi;  own  Words)  thr.t  the  'veit^nx^io'si  of  the  oUi 
Grasd  Ahhi  A'SCE 'wou/Jjiriic  her  iK'ith  Terr:r. — So  far 
then  we  are  very  fafe,  if  this  is  true. 

The  Author  of  the  Letter  to  the  Inquirer  does  notdifprove 
any  one  Article  of  the  Revenue  oi  Frarcc  as  ftated  by  the  lat- 
ter, nor  docs  he  Ihew  that  htr  Nr-vy  is  more  powerful  than  it 
is  reprelentcd  in  the  Inquiry  j  but  I'per.ds  his  time  chiefly  in 
proving,  by  the  Ci.Jiom-houfe  Books,  the  Erro' eoufnefs  of  the 
Inquirer^  Calculations  of  France''^  Lofs  in  her  Trade  with 
England ■z.ni  Holland.  This  Lof  he  fixes  at  1,4-g.  loo/.  per 
ann  (when  fo»:/><2>Y</ with  what  ihe  giined  formerly,  fQr  he 
allows  that  the  Balance  is  y?  7/  in  her  Favour  inltead  of 
3,582,090  /.  as  ftated  by  the  Author  of  the  hqu'.ry :  But  then 
he  allows  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Fiench  n&wc  made  neio 
Acquifitions  in  Trade  to  the  Amount  of  1 ,  760,000  /.  per  ann. 
fo  that  the  annual  *r<r/f«/  Gain  of  France  in  her  general  Com- 
merce is  280,900/! 

But  it  does  not  appear,  nor  u  ill  it  ever  appear,  by  the 
Books  of  the  Cuj:om-ho!:/e,  what  Quanticics  of  li^'ool-  are  ex- 
ported to  France  from  theie  Jvingdoms :  Ihefe  Books  do  not 
tell  us  how  many  of  our  Alanufacturcrs  are  fent  a  begging  by 
every  Cargoe  of  U  ool  the  French  get  from  us  ;  th.ey  don't 
Ihew  us  what  the  Lah.ur  of  manufacturing  a  Pack  of  Wool, 
tlie  Clothiers  and  Merchants  1-rohts,  c;  r.  amount  to ;  nor 
how  much  the  Exportation  of  it  fmks  the  Value  of  what  ic- 
mains  at  home,  on  account  of  the  double  or  treble  F.ncrcafe 
in  the  Manuf  icture  abroad  by  working  UTpf.rctgu  Wool  with 
it.  All  thcfe  Things  we  cannot  ]c;'.rn  tiom  thofc  Books ; 
and  yet  our  nvifc  i.alculaton  would  have  us  pin  our  Faith 
upon  them  in  Matters  of  Trade.  Thi^  they  are  fenfible  of; 
ai.d  therefore,  whenever  they  arc  fettling  ihx  Balarce  of  Trade 
from  CuBim-hi^iffc  Accnunti,  they  are  as  mute  as  Fifhes  in  re- 
g:ird  to  the  run':!<:^  of  Tt'col,  tho'  they  are  pleafed  to  make 
lome  Allowanctr;  tor /mugg ting  in  otht  r  Articles)  becau'.'e  this 
Article  a/ore  woi.ld  overturn  their  whole  Syitem. 

As  the  Drifr  ot  the  I:qt,iie'  i<  tu  lull  us  into  a  falfe,  de- 
teitful  Security,  fo  the  Author  of  the  Leffr  to  /"tw  propofes  a 
PLtn  oi'Oprratio-^s  .igainft  Frar.ce.  which  would  anlwcr  the 
fame   dellrudive  Ei.d. —  I  cun't  b'an.e  a  finking  M-n  i:-r 

for 
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for  trying  all  forts  of  Stratagems  to  impofe  upon  and  deftroy  a 
Nation  that  he  finds  refolutely  benton  bringinghim  tojuftice. 

Our  \vou'd-be-thought  iSl ember  of  Parliament  having  ob- 
ferv'ed,  fage  70,  *  Tiiat  the  Sea-ports  of  France  are  in  a  flou- 
■•  rifhing  Condition  ;  that  her  Shipping  is  increafed  :  and  that 

*  the  Balance  of  Trade  is  not  lefs  in  her  Favour  than  it  was  be- 

*  fore  the  Revolution,  but  rather  increafed,  tho'  the  Ef- 

*  feds  of  it  not  being  fo  vifible  at  prefent  in  the  inlojid  Parts 

*  of  the  Kir.gdom,  efcape  the  Obfervation  of  our  Gentlemen 

*  who  make  the  Tour  of  Trance  ;'  he  concludes  his  Piece  with 
a  Propofnl  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  only  with  Supplies  of 
Money,  and  labours  hard  to  frighten  the  Nation  from  trayerf- 
ing  the  Defigns  of  France  in  any  other  Shape. 

As  this  nenu  Method  of  aflifting  our  0ld2.uA  natural  Ally  re- 
quires a  little  Explanation,  I  hope  the  Letter-  Writer  will 
think  the  following  Queries  deferve  an  Anfvver  : 

1 .  What  annual  Supply  of  Money  does  he  think  would  be 
requifite  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ? 

2.  Whether  we  may  infer,  from  his  Silence  in  regard  to  a 
Sea-War  with  France,  that  he  is  againft  our  difireffing  the 
French  that  Way  ? 

3.  If  we  muftnot  cany  on  a  Sea-War,  whether  we  ought 
not  to  make  z.Tieduilion  in  our  Navy,  and  remit  the  Savings 
to  her  Hw garian  Majefty  ?  ; 

4.  If  we  mult  not  carry  on  a  War  Qrt  the  Continenl,  ivhe- 
■  iher  we  ought  not  likewife  to  disband  thegreateft  Part  of  our 

Army,  as  well  left  a  bad  Ufe  fhould  be  made  of  it  at  home,  as 
jn  order  to  enable  us  to  make  larger  Remitta,nces  to  the  Court 
cil^ienna  ? 

5.  But  if  we  muft  ftill  keep  up  the  fame  Number  of  Land  and 
Sea  Forces,  for  fear  of  z  Surprize  fromFrance,  whether  it  would 
notbe  much  more  eligible  to  employ  them  in  the  mean  time 
againft  the  common  Enemy  ? 


FINIS. 
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